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1
HIGH PRESSURE PUMP HAVING UNITARY
DISCHARGE AND RELIEF VALVE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is based on Japanese Patent Applications
No. 2011-77655 filed on Mar. 31, 2011, No. 2011-188386
filedon Aug. 31,2011 and No. 2011-188440 filed on Aug. 31,
2011, the disclosures of which are incorporated herein by
reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a high-pressure pump used
for an internal combustion engine.

BACKGROUND

In a fuel supply apparatus for supplying a fuel to an internal
combustion engine, a high-pressure fuel supplied from a
high-pressure pump is accumulated in a fuel accumulator.
The accumulated high-pressure fuel is injected into a com-
bustion chamber of the engine through a fuel injector. A
high-pressure pump is equipped with a relief valve. When the
fuel pressure in the fuel accumulator is excessively raised
beyond an allowable value due to a malfunction in a suction
valve or a discharge valve of the high-pressure valve, the
relief valve is opened to relieve the high-pressure fuel into a
return passage.

In a high-pressure pump shown in JP-2440-138062A, a
discharge passage and a relief passage are arranged in parallel
with each other. The discharge passage is formed for pres-
sure-feeding the fuel in a pressurization chamber to a dis-
charge port through a discharge valve. The relief passage is
formed for returning the fuel of excessive pressure in a fuel
accumulator from the discharge port to the pressurization
chamber through a relief valve. When the high-pressure pump
discharges the fuel, the fuel pressure in the pressurization
chamber acts to open the discharge valve, and simultaneously
acts in such a direction that the relief valve is abutted against
a seat portion. Therefore, even when the fuel pressure in the
pressurization chamber exceeds a relief valve opening pres-
sure at the time of discharge, the relief valve is not opened. As
a result, a part of discharged fuel is prevented from flowing
out of the relief valve and the accuracy of metering is ensured.

In the high-pressure pump shown in JP-2004-138062A, a
chamber for accommodating the discharge valve and a cham-
ber for accommodating the relief valve are separately inde-
pendently formed in a housing, whereby a lot of high-pres-
sure seals are necessary therebetween.

In the high-pressure pump shown in U.S. Pat. No. 7,401,
593B2, a chamber for accommodating a discharge valve and
a chamber for accommodating a relief valve are separately
formed in a bottom of one large hole (chamber). Then, a
discharge connector is joined to the opening of the large hole.
The number of points where a high-pressure seal is necessary
is thereby reduced.

In the high-pressure pump shown in JP-2010-174903A, a
fuel is returned to a low-pressure area, not to a pressurization
chamber, when a relief valve is opened. When the fuel is
discharged, the relief passage from the discharge port to the
relief valve is closed in conjunction with a lifting of a dis-
charge valve. As a result, when the fuel pressure in a pressur-
ization chamber exceeds a relief valve opening pressure, it
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can be avoided that the relief valve is opened and a part of
discharged fuel flows out, so that an accuracy of metering is
ensured.

In the high-pressure pump disclosed in JP-2004-138062 A,
a cylindrical member forming the valve seat of the discharge
valve is press-inserted into an inner wall of the housing of the
high-pressure pump. For this reason, a force from the inner
wall of the housing is exerted on the cylindrical member
forming the valve seat of the discharge valve in an inward
radial direction.

Inthehigh-pressure pump disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 7,401,
593B2, a closed-end cylindrical holder is welded or calked on
the outer wall of a member forming the valve seat of the
discharge valve. The holder holds a biasing member for bias-
ing a discharge valve member in a valve-close direction. For
this reason, a force from the holder is exerted on the member
forming the valve seat of the discharge valve in the inward
radial direction due to welding or calking.

In the high-pressure pumps disclosed in JP-2004-138062A
and U.S. Pat. No. 7,401,593B2, a discharge passage and a
relief passage are arranged in parallel with each other and
both of them communicate with a pressurization chamber.
For this reason, in addition to the fuel in the pressurization
chamber, the fuel in the discharge passage and the relief
passage is simultaneously pressurized during a pressurization
stroke. That is, in the high-pressure pumps in the Patent
Documents 1 and 2, “dead volume” other than the pressur-
ization chamber is increased, which deteriorates a discharg-
ing efficiency of a high-pressure pump.

Inthe high-pressure pump shown in JP-2010-174903 A, the
dead volume is not increased. However, the configuration of
a discharge valve is complicated and high machining accu-
racy is required, which increases its manufacturing cost. A
fuel pressure pulsation in the high-pressure pipe from the
high-pressure pump to the fuel accumulator has great influ-
ence on the lift of the discharge valve. The fuel pressure
pulsation is varied depending on a bend position, a bend
angle, and the like in high-pressure pipe as well as the engine
speed and the discharge rate of a pump. It is necessary to tune
various elements of a discharge valve for individual engines.
This increases a manufacturing cost.

In the high-pressure pumps shown in JP-2004-138062A,
U.S. Pat. No. 7,401,593B2, and JP-2010-174903A, a dis-
charge valve and a relief valve are provided in different pas-
sages and it is necessary to form chambers accommodating
the both valves. This increases a physical size of the housing
and its manufacturing cost.

When a force from the inner wall of the housing is exerted
ona member forming the valve seat ofa discharge valve in the
inward radial direction, there is a possibility that the valve
seat portion is deformed. When the valve seat portion is
deformed, the tight abutment between the valve seat and a
discharge valve member is prevented and there is a possibility
that discharge pressure is reduced or destabilized.

In the high-pressure pump shown in JP-2004-138062A, a
member forming the valve seat of the discharge valve is just
press-inserted into the inner wall of the housing. Therefore, it
is likely that the member may get out of the inner wall of the
housing due to an internal pressure established when the
high-pressure pump is in operation.

Also, the high-pressure pump in JP-2004-198062A, is pro-
vided with the relief valve for returning the fuel to the pres-
surization chamber of the high-pressure pump when the fuel
pressure becomes greater than a predetermined value. A
cylindrical member forming the valve seat of this relief valve
is press-inserted into the inner wall of the housing of the
high-pressure pump. Therefore, the same problem as men-
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tioned above may occur with respect to the member forming
the valve seat of the relief valve.

When a force from a holder is exerted on the member
forming the valve seat of the discharge valve in the inward
radial direction, there is a possibility that the valve seat por-
tionis deformed. When the valve seat portion is deformed, the
tight abutment between the valve seat and a discharge valve
member is prevented and there is a possibility that discharge
pressure is reduced or destabilized.

Also, the high-pressure pump in U.S. Pat. No. 7,104,593B2
is provided with the relief valve for returning fuel to the
pressurization chamber of the high-pressure pump when the
pressure of fuel becomes greater than a predetermined pres-
sure. A closed-end cylindrical holder that holds a biasing
member for biasing a relief valve member in a valve-close
direction is welded or calked on the outer wall of a member
forming the valve seat of this relief valve. Therefore, the same
problem as mentioned above may occur with respect to the
member forming the valve seat of the relief valve.

SUMMARY

It is an object of the present disclosure to provide a high-
pressure pump in which a discharge valve and a relief valve
are simplified in their configuration and a discharging effi-
ciency is enhanced.

It is another object of the present disclosure to provide a
high-pressure pump in which it is possible to suppress a
deformation in a member forming a valve seat.

A high-pressure pump includes a plunger, a cylinder and a
housing. The cylinder accommodates the plunger so that it
can be reciprocatively moved in the axial direction. The cyl-
inder defines a pressurization chamber in cooperation with
the outer wall of the plunger. The housing accommodates the
cylinder and defines a fuel passage for discharging the fuel
pressurized in the pressurization chamber.

A valve body connected to the housing includes a dis-
charge valve inlet and a relief valve outlet which communi-
cate with the fuel passage, a discharge valve outlet, a relief
valve inlet, a discharge valve passage fluidly connecting the
discharge valve inlet and the discharge valve outlet, and a
relief valve passage communicating with the relief valve inlet
and the relief valve outlet.

The relief valve passage is fluidly disconnected with the
discharge valve passage. A discharge valve seat is formed on
an end face of the valve body opposite to the pressurization
chamber. A relief valve seat is formed on another end face of
the valve body confronting the pressurization chamber. The
discharge valve member is provided in such a manner as to
abut against the discharge valve seat. The relief valve member
is provided in series with the discharge valve member in an
axial direction of the valve body so as to abut against the relief
valve seat. A discharge valve biasing portion biases the dis-
charge valve member in a direction in which the discharge
valve member is seated on the discharge valve seat. A relief
valve biasing portion biases the relief valve member in a
direction in which the relief valve member is seated on the
relief valve seat.

A first pressure force is exerted on the discharge valve
member confronting the pressurization chamber by the fuel
pressure in the pressurization chamber.

A second pressure force is exerted on the discharge valve
member opposite to the pressurization chamber. When the
first pressure force is lower than or equal to a discharge valve
acting force that is a resultant force of the second pressure
force and the biasing force of the discharge valve biasing
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portion, the discharge valve member is seated on the dis-
charge valve seat to close the discharge valve outlet.

As aresult, a fuel flow from the pressurization chamber is
interrupted. When the first pressure force is larger than the
discharge valve acting force, the discharge valve member is
unseated from the discharge valve seat to open the discharge
valve outlet. As a result, the fuel flow from the pressurization
chamber is permitted.

A third pressure force is exerted on the relief valve member
opposed to the pressurization chamber. A fourth pressure
force is exerted on the relief valve member confronting to the
pressurization chamber by the fuel pressure in the pressuriza-
tion chamber side.

When the third pressure force is lower than or equal to the
relief valve acting force that is a resultant force of the fourth
pressure force and the biasing force of the relief valve biasing
portion, the relief valve member is seated on the relief valve
seat to close the relief valve outlet. As a result, the fuel flow
toward the pressurization chamber is interrupted.

When the third pressure force is larger than the relief valve
acting force, the relief valve member is unseated from the
relief valve seat to open the relief valve outlet. As a result, the
fuel flow toward the pressurization chamber is permitted.

The discharge valve seat and the relief valve seat are pro-
vided in the one valve body so that they are opposed to each
other. Therefore, the discharge valve and the relief valve can
be arranged in series in the direction of the axis of the valve
body. Two different valves are accommodated in one passage.
Therefore, the configuration can be simplified as compared
with conventional technologies in which a discharge valve
and a relief valve are arranged in different passages. The
physical sizes of the discharge valve and the relief valve can
be reduced. In addition, the manufacturing cost can be
reduced.

The discharge valve passage for the discharge valve and the
relief valve passage for the relief valve are formed in a single
valve body. This makes it possible to reduce the volume
required for passages used for the two valves. Therefore, a
dead volume that is a pressurized volumetric capacity other
than the pressurization chamber can be reduced. The dis-
charging efficiency of the high-pressure pump can be
enhanced.

The discharge valve passage and the relief valve passage
are formed in a single valve body, and the discharge valve
member, the relief valve member, the discharge valve ener-
gizing portion and the relief valve energizing portion are
arranged therein. The discharge portion of the high-pressure
pump is configured as a sub-assembly. With this configura-
tion, advantages (i) to (iii) described below are obtained when
the high-pressure pump is manufactured.

(1) The discharge relief valve unit can be produced in a
sub-assembly line which is independent from a main assem-
bly line for the high-pressure pump, whereby a takt time can
be shortened.

(i) When inspecting the relief valve opening pressure, a
discharge relief valve unit has to be set in inspection equip-
ment. Since the discharge relief valve unit is relatively small
in its size, the inspection equipment can be also reduced in its
size.

(ii1) When the relief valve opening pressure is not within
the predetermined range due to an inspecting equipment, it is
inevitable to discard the work piece as a defective. For this
reason, with the configuration in which the valve opening
pressure of the relief valve is adjusted as for the entire hous-
ing, any defective must be discarded together with the hous-
ing. Meanwhile, when the discharge relief valve unit is con-
figured as a sub-assembly, this defective discharge relief
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valve unit only has to be discarded and the loss cost arising
from discard can be significantly reduced.

According to another aspect of the invention, the high-
pressure pump includes a plunger, a cylinder, a housing, a
cylindrical member, a valve body, a discharge valve member,
and a discharge valve biasing portion.

The cylinder includes: a plunger accommodating hole for
reciprocatively accommodating the plunger; a pressurization
chamber formed by its inner wall and the outer wall of the
plunger; a suction port for suctioning a fluid into a pressur-
ization chamber; and a discharge port for discharging the fluid
pressurized in the pressurization chamber.

The housing includes: a first inner wall surface forming a
first discharge passage communicating with the discharge
port; a second inner wall surface forming a second discharge
passage communicating with the first discharge passage; and
a stepped surface formed between the first inner wall surface
and the second inner wall surface. An inner diameter of the
second inner wall is larger than that of the first inner wall
surface. The cylindrical member is so provided that one end
thereofis positioned inside of the second inner wall surface of
the housing.

The valve body includes: a cylindrical portion accommo-
dated inside of the cylindrical member; a flange portion
extended from the cylindrical portion confronting the pres-
surization chamber side in an outward radial direction and
being sandwiched between one end of the cylindrical member
and the stepped surface; a valve-seat-forming portion that
closes the cylindrical portion opposite to the pressurization
chamber; a discharge valve seat formed on the wall surface of
the valve-seat-forming portion opposite to the cylindrical
portion; and a discharge valve passage connecting the dis-
charge valve seat and the wall surface of the valve-seat-
forming portion.

When unseated from the discharge valve seat or seated on
the discharge valve seat, the discharge valve member is
capable of opening or closing the discharge valve passage.
The discharge valve biasing portion biases the discharge
valve member to be closed.

Inthe valve body, the flange portion is sandwiched between
the stepped surface of the housing and one end of the cylin-
drical member. The valve body is held in the housing with
axial force exerted on the flange portion from the stepped
surface of the housing and the cylindrical member. As a result,
the movement of the valve body relative to the housing in the
axial direction is restricted. For this reason, the discharge
pressure of the high-pressure pump can be stabilized.

An exertion of force in the inward radial direction on the
valve body is suppressed. Therefore, the exertion of force in
the inward radial direction on the valve-seat-forming portion
of the valve body is restricted. A deformation of the valve-
seat-forming portion is restricted. This makes it possible to
maintain the tight abutment between the discharge valve seat
and the discharge valve member. It is possible to further
stabilize the discharge pressure of the high-pressure pump.

According to another aspect of the invention, a high-pres-
sure pump includes a plunger, a cylinder, a housing, a cylin-
drical member, a valve body, a discharge valve member, a
holder, and a discharge valve biasing portion.

The cylinder includes: a plunger accommodating hole for
reciprocatively accommodating the plunger; a pressurization
chamber formed by its inner wall and the outer wall of one end
of the plunger; a suction port for suctioning a fluid into the
pressurization chamber; and a discharge port for discharging
fluid pressurized in the pressurization chamber.

The housing includes an inner wall surface forming a dis-
charge passage communicating with the discharge port. The
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cylindrical member is so provided that one end thereof is
positioned inside the inner wall surface of the housing and
includes a first stepped surface formed between both ends.

The valve body includes: a cylindrical portion housed
inside of the cylindrical member; a first valve-seat-forming
portion closing the end of the cylindrical portion opposite to
the pressurization chamber; a second valve-seat-forming por-
tion protruded from the first valve-seat-forming portion oppo-
site to the cylindrical portion; a second stepped surface
formed outside the second valve-seat-forming portion; a dis-
charge valve seat formed on the wall surface of the second
valve-seat-forming portion opposite to the first valve-seat-
forming portion; and a discharge valve passage connecting
the discharge valve seat and the wall surface of the first
valve-seat-forming portion.

When unseated from the discharge valve seat or seated on
the discharge valve seat, the discharge valve member is
capable of opening or closing the discharge valve passage.

Theholder includes: a holder cylindrical portion having the
second valve-seat-forming portion of the valve body; a holder
bottom portion closing the holder cylindrical portion; a
holder flange portion extended from the holder cylindrical
portion in the outward radial direction and being sandwiched
between the first stepped surface and the second stepped
surface of the valve body; and a through hole formed in at
least one of the holder cylindrical portion and the holder
bottom portion. The discharge valve biasing member is pro-
vided between the discharge valve member and the holder
bottom portion to bias the discharge valve member to be
closed. That is, the discharge valve biasing member is held by
the holder.

The holder is provided inside of the cylindrical member in
such a manner that its holder flange portion is sandwiched
between the first stepped surface of the cylindrical member
and the second stepped surface of the valve body. The holder
is held with axial force exerted on the holder flange portion
from the first stepped surface and the second stepped surface.
As a result, the movement of the holder relative to the cylin-
drical member in the axial direction is restricted.

An exertion of force in the inward radial direction on the
holder is suppressed. Therefore, the exertion of force in the
inward radial direction from the inner wall of the holder on
the second valve-seat-forming portion is suppressed. A defor-
mation of the second valve seat formation portion is sup-
pressed. This makes it possible to maintain the tight abutment
between the discharge valve seat and the discharge valve
member. As a result, it is possible to stabilize the discharge
pressure of the high-pressure pump.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and other objects, features and advantages of the
present disclosure will become more apparent from the fol-
lowing detailed description made with reference to the
accompanying drawings. In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a schematic sectional view of a high-pressure
pump in a first embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 2 is a sectional view taken along a line II-1I of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken along a line of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a sectional view of the cover of a high-pressure
pump in the first embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 5A is a sectional view of the cover of the high-
pressure pump taken along a line Va-Va of FIG. 4;

FIG. 5B is a sectional view of the cover of the high-pressure
pump taken along a line Vb-Vb of FIG. 4;

FIG. 5C is a sectional view of the cover of the high-pressure
pump taken along a line Ve-Ve of FIG. 4;
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FIG. 6 is a sectional view taken along line VI-VI of FIG. 1;

FIG. 7A is an enlarged sectional view of the fuel-dis-
charge-relief-portion of the high-pressure pump indicated by
line Vila of FIG. 1;

FIG. 7B is an enlarged sectional view of'the fuel-discharge-
relief-portion of the high-pressure pump indicated by line
VIIb of FIG. 3;

FIG. 8 is a sectional view of the fuel-discharge-relietf-
portion of a high-pressure pump in a second embodiment of
the invention;

FIG. 9 is a sectional view of the fuel-discharge-relietf-
portion of a high-pressure pump in a third embodiment of the
invention;

FIG. 10 is a sectional view of the fuel-discharge-relietf-
portion of a high-pressure pump in a fourth embodiment of
the invention;

FIG. 11 is a sectional view illustrating a high-pressure
pump in a fifth embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 12 is a sectional view taken along a line XII-XII of
FIG. 11,

FIG. 13 is a sectional view taken along a line XIII-XIIT of
FIG. 11,

FIG. 14A is a sectional view illustrating a vicinity of the
valve body of a high-pressure pump; and

FIG. 14B is a sectional view illustrating a vicinity of the
valve body of a high-pressure pump.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Hereafter, description will be given to multiple embodi-
ments of the invention with reference to the drawings. In the
drawings related to these embodiments, substantially identi-
cal constituent parts will be marked with identical reference
numerals and the description thereof will be omitted.

[First Embodiment]

FIG.1to FIG. 7B illustrate a high-pressure pump 1 accord-
ing to a first embodiment of the invention. The high-pressure
pump 1 supplies fuel pumped up from a fuel tank (not shown)
by a low-pressure pump (not shown) to a pressurization
chamber 14. Then, the fuel pressurized in the pressurization
chamber 14 is supplied from a discharge valve 93 to a fuel
accumulator (not shown). The fuel accumulator is connected
to a fuel injector. In the following description, the upper side
of FIG. 1 will be taken as “up, upward or upper,” and the low
side of the FIG. 1 will be taken as “down, downward or
lower.”

The high-pressure pump 1 includes a body portion, a fuel
supply portion 30, a plunger portion 50, a fuel suction portion
70, and a fuel discharge relief portion 90. The body portion
includes a lower housing 11, a cylinder 13 and an upper
housing 15.

The lower housing 11 includes: a cylindrical cylinder-
holding-portion 111; an annular plate-like engine-mounting-
portion 112 protruded from the lower part of the cylinder
holding portion 111 in the outward radial direction; and a
cylindrical fitting portion 113 protruded from the engine-
mounting-portion 112 in an opposite direction relative to the
cylinder-holding-portion 111.

In the engine-mounting-portion 112, fuel passages 114 are
formed in such a manner as to penetrate the engine-mounting-
portion 112. In this embodiment, two fuel passages 114 are
provided at equal intervals in the circumferential direction.
The outer wall of the fitting portion 113 is provided with an
O-ring groove 115. An O-ring is fit in this O-ring groove 115
for liquid-tightly sealing the gap formed between the fitting
portion 113 and the engine.
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The cylinder 13 is in the shape of a closed-end cylinder and
is open toward the engine-mounting-portion 112 relative to
the cylinder-holding-portion 111. The outside wall 1324 of its
cylindrical portion 132 that slidably holds the plunger 51 is
fixed on an inner wall 1115 of the cylinder-holding-portion
111. The cylinder 13 has an annular protrusion 135 that is
protruded from the outside wall 1324 of the cylindrical por-
tion 132 in the outward radial direction. The top surface of the
annular protrusion 135 is abutted against the bottom surface
of'the cylinder-holding-portion 111. That is, the annular pro-
trusion 135 functions as a movement restricting portion that
restricts an upward movement of the cylinder 13 in the axial
direction.

The cylinder 13 has the pressurization chamber 14 which is
defined by an upper end face 515 of the plunger 51 inserted
from the opening 133, an inside wall 1325 of the cylinder 13,
and an inner bottom wall 1315 of the bottom portion 131. The
pressurization chamber 14 is a chamber for pressurizing fuel.
In this embodiment, the inside diameter of the pressurization
chamber 14 is set to a value larger than the inside diameter of
the cylinder 13. The cylinder 13 has the following in the
outside wall 132a of the cylindrical portion 132 on the bottom
portion 131 side: a suction port 141 penetrating it from the
pressurization chamber 14 toward the fuel suction portion 70;
and a discharge port 142 penetrating it from the pressurization
chamber 14 toward the fuel discharge relief portion 90. The
suction port 141 and the discharge port 142 are so formed that
their inside diameters are increased as it goes to the outward
radial direction. The upper end face 515 corresponds to an
“outer wall” of the present invention. The inside wall 1325
corresponds to an “inner wall” of the present invention.

As illustrated in FIG. 3, the upper housing 15 is substan-
tially in the shape of a rectangular parallelepiped extending in
a direction substantially orthogonal to an axis of the cylinder
13. In the upper housing 15, the cylinder 13 is press-inserted
into a cylinder housing chamber 151 formed in the center
thereof. The outside wall 1324 of the cylindrical portion 132
of the cylinder 13 and the inner wall of the cylinder housing
chamber 151 are joined together so that the fuel pressurized in
the pressurization chamber 14 does not leak from therebe-
tween.

The upper housing 15 includes: a stepped first suction
passage 161 penetrating the upper housing 15 in longitudinal
direction thereof toward the opposite side to the pressuriza-
tion chamber 14 with respect to the suction port 141; and
multiple second suction passages 162 penetrating it from the
first suction passage 161 toward the side wall of the upper
housing 15. The fuel suction portion 70 is press-inserted and
fixed in the first suction passage 161.

The upper housing 15 includes a stepped first discharge
passage 163 penetrating the upper housing 15 in a longitudi-
nal direction thereof toward the opposite side to the pressur-
ization chamber 14 with respect to the discharge port 142. The
fuel-discharge-relief-portion 90 is press inserted and fixed in
the first discharge passage 163. The upper housing 15 corre-
sponds to a “housing” of the present invention. The first
discharge passage 163 corresponds to a “fuel passage” of the
present invention.

The fuel supply portion 30 will be described hereinafter.

The fuel supply portion 30 includes a cover 31, a pulsation
damper 33, and a fuel inlet 40.

As illustrated in FIG. 2, the cover 31 is cup-shaped and
accommodates the upper housing 15 therein. As illustrated in
FIG. 4, the side wall of the cover 31 includes: a first side wall
portion 321 connected with the peripheral edge of the bottom
portion 311; a third side wall portion 323 forming the side
wall on the engine-mounting-portion 112; and a second side
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wall portion 322 connecting the first side wall portion 321 and
the third side wall portion 323.

FIGS. 5A to 5C respectively illustrate the cross sections of
the cover 31 along an axis of the cylinder 13. The first side
wall portion 321 (FIG. 5A) and the third side wall portion 323
(FIG. 5C) are substantially circular and the third side wall
portion 323 is larger in inside diameter than the first side wall
portion 321. As illustrated in FIG. 5B, the second side wall
portion 322 is substantially octangular. The second side wall
portion 322 includes a first through hole 3224. The fuel suc-
tion portion 70 is inserted into the first through hole 322a. The
second side wall portion 322 includes a second through hole
322b located on the opposite side to the first through hole
322a. The fuel discharge relief portion 90 is inserted into the
second through hole 3225. In the second side wall portion
322, a third through hole 322¢ is formed in the second side
wall portion 322. The third through hole 322¢ is provided
with the fuel inlet 40 for supplying fuel to a fuel gallery 32
formed in the cover 31.

The cover 31 is joined to the engine-mounting-portion 112
by welding so that the gap between the end of the third side
wall portion 323 and the engine-mounting-portion 112 is
liquid-tightly sealed. The cover 31 is joined to an inlet valve
body 72 and a fuel discharge relief housing 91 by welding so
that the following are liquid-tightly sealed: the gap between
the first through hole 3224 and the fuel suction portion 70
inserted therein and the gap between the second through hole
322b and the fuel discharge relief portion 90 inserted therein.

As illustrated in FIG. 2 and FIG. 3, the fuel gallery 32 is
formed by the inner wall of the cover 31, the upper wall of the
engine-mounting-portion 112 and the outer wall of the upper
housing 15. The fuel gallery 32 communicates with the first
suction passage 161 through the second suction passages 162.
As a result, the fuel gallery 32 can be connected with the
pressurization chamber 14 through the second suction pas-
sages 162 and the first suction passage 161. The pulsation
damper 33 for reducing pulsation in the fuel pressure in the
fuel gallery 32 is accommodated and fixed inside the bottom
portion 311 of the cover 31. The cover 31 functions as a
housing member for the pulsation damper 33.

The pulsation damper 33 is configured by joining together
the peripheral edge portions of two diaphragms 34, 35. Gas at
a predetermined pressure is sealed therein. When the two
diaphragms 34, 35 are elastically deformed according to
change in the fuel pressure in the fuel gallery 32, the pulsation
damper 33 thereby reduces fuel pressure pulsation. As illus-
trated in FIG. 6, fuel passages 331 are formed between the
pulsation damper 33 and the cover 31. The fuel flows into
around the pulsation damper 33 through the fuel passages
331.

The plunger portion 50 will be described hereinafter.

The plunger portion 50 includes a plunger 51, an oil seal
holder 52, a spring seat 53, a plunger spring 54, and the like.
The plunger 51 is placed in the cylinder 13 to form the
pressurization chamber 14. The plunger 51 is a solid cylin-
drical member which is reciprocatively moved in the cylinder
13 in the axial direction. In the plunger 51, a large-diameter
portion 511 relatively large in outside diameter and a small-
diameter portion 512 relatively small in outside diameter are
integrally formed. The large-diameter portion 511 formed in
the pressurization chamber 14 slides on the inner wall of the
cylinder 13. The small-diameter portion 512 is inserted into
the oil seal holder 52.

The oil seal holder 52 is placed at an end of the cylinder 13
and includes: a base portion 521 positioned on the circumfer-
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ence of the small-diameter portion 512 of the plunger 51; and
a press-fit portion 522 press-inserted into the fitting portion
113 of the lower housing 11.

The base portion 521 has a ring-shaped seal 523 therein.
The seal 523 is comprised of a ring 5234 located inside and an
O-ring 5235 located outside. The thickness of a fuel oil film
around the small-diameter portion 512 of the plunger 51 is
adjusted by the seal 523 and the leakage of fuel to the engine
is suppressed.

Thebase portion 521 has an oil seal 525 ata tip thereof. The
thickness of an oil film around the small-diameter portion 512
of the plunger 51 is controlled by the oil seal 525 and oil
leakage is suppressed. The press-fit portion 522 is a portion
cylindrically extending around the base portion 521. The
extending cylindrical portion has “U-shaped”. A recessed
portion 526 corresponding to the press-fit portion 522 is
formed in the lower housing 11. The oil seal holder 52 is press
fit so that the press-fit portion 522 is press-inserted to the inner
wall of the recessed portion 526.

The spring seat 53 is provided at an end of the plunger 51.
The end of the plunger 51 is abutted against, for example, a
tappet (not shown). The tappet has its outer surface abutted
against a cam installed on a cam shaft and is reciprocatively
moved in the axial direction according to the cam profile by
the rotation of the cam shaft.

One end ofthe plunger spring 54 is engaged with the spring
seat 53 and the other end thereof is engaged with the press-fit
portion 522 of the oil seal holder 52. As a result, the plunger
spring 54 functions as a return spring for the plunger 51 and
biases the plunger 51 so as to abut against the tappet.

With this configuration, the plunger 51 is reciprocatively
moved according to the rotation of the cam shaft. As this time,
the volumetric capacity of the pressurization chamber 14 is
varied by the movement of the large-diameter portion 511 of
the plunger 51.

The fuel suction portion 70 will be described hereinafter.

The fuel suction portion 70 includes an inlet valve portion
71 and an electromagnetic driving unit 81. The inlet valve
portion 71 includes the inlet valve body 72, a seat body 73, an
inlet valve member 74, a first spring holder 75, a first spring
76, and the like. The inlet valve body 72 is joined to the upper
housing 15 by, for example, press fitting in the first suction
passage 161. The inlet valve body 72 has a suction chamber
711 therein. The suction chamber 711 communicates with the
fuel gallery 32 by way of a suction passage 712 and the second
suction passages 162. The cylindrical seat body 73 is placed
in the suction chamber 711. A valve seat 731 that can be
abutted against the inlet valve member 74 is formed on the
seat body 73.

The inlet valve member 74 is placed close to the pressur-
ization chamber 14 relative to the seat body 73. In the inlet
valve member 74, the shank 741 of a needle 86 extending
from the inlet valve member 74 is reciprocatively moved in
the suction chamber 711. When unseated from the valve seat
731, the inlet valve member 74 fluidly connects the suction
chamber 711 and the pressurization chamber 14. When seated
on the valve seat 731, the inlet valve member 74 fluidly
disconnects the suction chamber 711 and the pressurization
chamber 14.

The first spring holder 75 is fixed in the fuel suction portion
70. The first spring holder 75 restricts the movement of the
inlet valve member 74 in the valve opening direction (right-
ward in FIG. 1). The first spring 76 is provided between the
first spring holder 75 and the inlet valve member 74. The first
spring 76 biases the inlet valve member 74 in the valve clos-
ing direction (leftward in FIG. 1).
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The electromagnetic driving unit 81 includes a flange 82, a
fixed core 83, a movable core 84, and the like. The flange 82
radially extends around the inlet valve body 72. A substan-
tially cylindrical movable core chamber 85 is provided in the
interior of the inlet valve body 72. The cylindrical movable
core 84 is accommodated in the movable core chamber 85 so
that it can be reciprocatively moved in the axial direction. The
needle 86 is connected to the movable core 84. The needle 86
is supported by a second spring holder 852 fixed on the inner
wall of the inlet valve body 72 so that it can be reciprocatively
moved. One end of the needle 86 is fixed on the movable core
84 and its shank 741 can be abutted against the inlet valve
member 74. The second spring holder 852 includes a second
spring 851. One end of the second spring is abutted against the
wall surface of the second spring holder 852 in the axial
direction. The other end is abutted against the wall surface of
the shank 741 on the opposite side to the pressurization cham-
ber 14. The second spring 851 biases the movable core 84 and
the needle 86 in the valve opening direction with a force larger
than a force with which the first spring 76 biases the inlet
valve member 74 in the valve closing direction.

The fixed core 83 is provided on the opposite side to the
inlet valve member 74 with respect to the movable core 84 in
the inward radial direction of a coil 87. A cylindrical member
88 formed of a nonmagnetic material is provided between the
fixed core 83 and the inlet valve body 72. The cylindrical
member 88 suppresses short-circuiting of magnetic flux
between the fixed core 83 and the inlet valve body 73 and
increases the amount of magnetic flux flowing through the
magnetic gap between the movable core 84 and the fixed core
83.

A bobbin 871 formed of resin is provided around the fixed
core 84. The coil 87 is wound on the bobbin 871. The coil 87
is covered with a cylindrical case 89 in the radial direction so
as to form a magnetic circuit together with the flange 82, the
inlet valve body 72, the movable core 84, and the fixed core
83. A connector 891 extends in the outward radial direction of
the case 89. When the coil 87 is energized through the termi-
nal 892 of the connector 891, the coil 87 generates a magnetic
field.

When the coil 87 is not energized, the movable core 84 and
the fixed core 83 are away from each other due to the elastic
force of the second spring 851. As a result, the needle 86
integrated with the movable core 84 is moved toward the
pressurization chamber 14 and the end face of the needle 86
presses the inlet valve member 74. The inlet valve member 74
is thereby opened.

When the coil 87 is energized, a magnetic flux is generated
in the magnetic circuit formed of the inlet valve body 72, the
fixed core 83, the movable core 84, the flange 82, and the case
89. As aresult, the movable core 84 is magnetically attracted
toward the fixed core 83 against the elastic force ofthe second
spring 851. Consequently, the needle 86 relieves pressing
force against the inlet valve member 74.

With reference to FIGS. 7A and 7B, the fuel-discharge-
relief-portion 90 will be described. FIG. 7A is an enlarged
sectional view of the fuel-discharge-relief-portion 90 shown
in FIG. 1. FIG. 7B is an enlarged sectional view of the fuel-
discharge-relief-portion 90 shown in FIG. 3.

The fuel-discharge-relief-portion 90 includes a fuel-dis-
charge-relief-housing 91, a valve body 92, a discharge valve
93, a relief valve 95, and the like. The fuel-discharge-reliet-
housing 91 is substantially cylindrical and accommodates the
valve body 92, discharge valve 93, and relief valve 95 therein.
The fuel-discharge-relief-housing 91 is press-inserted in the
first discharge passage 163 formed in the upper housing 15. A
fuel inflow port 98 into which the fuel pressurized in the
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pressurization chamber 14 flows is formed in the fuel-dis-
charge-relief-housing 91. A fuel discharge port 99 is formed
in the fuel-discharge-relief-housing 91.

The valve body 92 is inserted and installed in the fuel-
discharge-relief-housing 91. The valve body 92 is substan-
tially shaped as a closed-end cylinder and has a bottom por-
tion 923 and an opening toward the pressurization chamber
14. In the bottom portion 923 of the valve body 92, a relief
valve outlet 953 located on the central axis of the valve body
92 is formed in the end face 921. Further, discharge valve
inlets 931, 932 are formed in equal positions in the circum-
ferential direction around the central axis. In the bottom por-
tion 923 of the valve body 92, a discharge valve outlet 933
located on the central axis of the valve body 92 is formed in
the end face 922. Further, relief valve inlets 951, 952 are
formed in equal positions in the circumferential direction
around the central axis. The end face 921 corresponds to an
“end face confronting the pressurization chamber.” The end
face 922 corresponds to “end face opposing to the pressur-
ization chamber”.

The discharge valve inlets 931, 932 and the discharge valve
outlet 933 communicate with each other through a first dis-
charge valve passage 935 and second discharge valve pas-
sages 936, 937 formed in the bottom portion 923 of the valve
body 92. The first discharge valve passage 935 is formed in
the direction substantially perpendicular to the central axis of
the valve body 92. The second discharge valve passages 936,
937 are formed in the directions substantially parallel with the
central axis of the valve body 92. The first discharge valve
passage 935 and the second discharge valve passages 936,
937 are formed by drilling. The first discharge valve passage
935 and the second discharge valve passages 936, 937 corre-
spond to “discharge valve passages”

The relief valve outlet 953 and the relief valve inlets 951,
952 communicate with each other through a first relief valve
passage 955 and second relief valve passages 956, 957
formed in the bottom portion 923 of the valve body 92. The
first relief valve passage 955 is formed in the direction sub-
stantially perpendicular to the central axis of the valve body
92. The second relief valve passages 956, 957 are formed in
the directions substantially parallel with the central axis of the
valve body 92. The first relief valve passage 955 and the
second relief valve passages 956, 957 are formed by drilling.
The first discharge valve passage 935 is located between the
first relief valve passage 955 and the fuel discharge port 99.
The first discharge valve passage 935 and the first relief valve
passage 955 are shifted in the direction of the circumference
of'the valve body 92 and formed in skew positions relative to
each other. The first relief valve passage 955 and the second
relief valve passages 956, 957 correspond to “relief valve
passages”.

In the fuel-discharge-relief-housing 91, the discharge
valve 93 is disposed adjacent to the fuel discharge port 99.
The discharge valve 93 includes a discharge valve member
94, a discharge valve spring 943, and a discharge valve spring
holder 945.

The discharge valve member 94 is substantially a flat plate.
The discharge valve member 94 is arranged in such a manner
as to be in contact with the end face 922 of the valve body 92
where the discharge valve outlet 933 is formed. That is, the
discharge valve outlet 933 functions as a discharge valve seat
947 for the discharge valve member 94. One end of the
discharge valve spring 943 is engaged with the discharge
valve member 94. The other end of the discharge valve spring
943 is engaged with the discharge valve spring holder 945
which is in contact with the inner wall of the fuel-discharge-
relief-housing 91. The discharge valve spring 943 has biasing
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force that biases the discharge valve member 94 in a direction
from the fuel discharge port 99 to the pressurization chamber
14. That is, the discharge valve spring 943 biases the dis-
charge valve member 94 in a direction in which the discharge
valve outlet 933 is closed. The discharge valve spring holder
945 is in the shape of a circular tube having “U”-shaped
sections. Multiple openings are formed in the discharge valve
spring holder 945 so that the following flow of fuel is not
blocked: the flow of fuel from the pressurization chamber 14
to the fuel discharge port 99 or from the fuel discharge port 99
to the pressurization chamber 14.

A first pressure force is exerted on the plane 941 of the
discharge valve member 94. The pressure force of fuel in the
fuel discharge port 99 exerts on the plane 942 of the discharge
valve member 94. A discharge valve acting force is the result-
ant force of this force and the biasing force of the discharge
valve spring 943. When the first pressure force is less than or
equal to the discharge valve acting force, in the discharge
valve 93, the discharge valve member 94 is seated on the
discharge valve seat 947 and the valve is closed. When the
first pressure force is greater than the discharge valve acting
force, the discharge valve member 94 is unseated from the
discharge valve seat 947 and the valve is opened. As a result,
the fuel that flowed from the pressurization chamber 14 into
the fuel-discharge-relief-portion 90 is discharged from the
fuel discharge port 99 by way of the second discharge valve
passages 936, 937 and the first discharge valve passage 935.

The relief valve 95 is arranged in the valve body 92. The
relief valve 95 includes a flat relief valve member 96, a relief
valve spring 963, and a relief valve spring holder 965.

The relief valve member 96 is arranged in such a manner as
to be in contact with the end face 921 of the valve body 92
forming the relief valve outlet 953. That is, the relief valve
outlet 953 functions as a relief valve seat 967 for the relief
valve member 96. One end of the relief valve spring 963 is
engaged with the relief valve member 96. The other end of the
relief valve spring 963 is engaged with the relief valve spring
holder 965. The relief valve spring 963 has a biasing force that
biases the relief valve member 96 in a direction from the
pressurization chamber 14 to the fuel discharge port 99. That
is, the relief valve spring 963 biases the relief valve member
96 in a direction in which the relief valve outlet 953 is closed.
In the bottom portion and cylindrical portion of the relief
valve spring holder 965, multiple openings are formed.
Through these openings, the fuel flows between the pressur-
ization chamber 14 and the fuel discharge port 99. The biasing
force of the relief valve spring 963 is set larger than the
biasing force of the discharge valve spring 943. The relief
valve member 96 is arranged in series with the discharge
valve member 94 in a direction of the axis of the valve body
91.

A third pressure force is exerted on the plane 961 of the
relief valve member 96. The pressure of fuel in the pressur-
ization chamber 14 exerts on the plane 962 of the relief valve
member 96. A relief valve acting force is a resultant force of
this force and the biasing force of the relief valve spring 963.
When the third pressure force is less than or equal to the relief
valve acting force, the relief valve member 96 is seated on the
relief valve seat 967 and the valve is closed. When the third
pressure force is greater than the relief valve acting force, the
relief valve member 96 is unseated from the relief valve seat
967 and the valve is opened. As a result, the fuel that flowed
from the fuel discharge port 99 into the fuel-discharge-relietf-
portion 90 is returned to the pressurization chamber 14 by
way of the second relief valve passages 956, 957 and the first
relief valve passage 955.
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14
[Operation]

An operation of the high-pressure pump 1 will be described
hereinafter.

(D) Suction Stroke

When the plunger 51 is moved down from the top dead
center to the bottom dead center by rotation of the cam shatft,
the volumetric capacity of the pressurization chamber 14 is
increased and the fuel is depressurized. The discharge valve
member 94 of the discharge valve 93 is seated on the dis-
charge valve seat 947 and closes the fuel discharge port 99. At
this time, since the coil 87 has not been energized, the mov-
able core 85 and the needle 86 are moved toward the pressur-
ization chamber 14 by the biasing force of the second spring
85. The needle 86 biases the inlet valve member 74 toward the
first spring holder 75 to maintain the valve closed state. The
fuel is suctioned from the fuel gallery 32 into the pressuriza-
tion chamber 14 by way of the second suction passage 162,
the suction passage 712, the suction chamber 711, the first
suction passage 161, and the suction port 141.

(II) Metering Stroke

When the plunger 51 is moved up from the bottom dead
center to the top dead center by rotation of the cam shaft, the
volumetric capacity of the pressurization chamber 14 is
reduced. The energization of the coil 87 is stopped until a
predetermined time. The inlet valve member 74 is in the open
state. Thus, the low-pressure fuel once suctioned into the
pressurization chamber 14 is returned to the suction chamber
711 by way of the suction port 141 and the first suction
passage 161.

When the energization of the coil 87 is started at the pre-
determined time in the process of the plunger 51 ascending, a
magnetic attractive force is generated between the fixed core
83 and the movable core 84. When this magnetic attractive
force becomes larger than the biasing force of the second
spring 851, the movable core 84 and the needle 86 are moved
toward the fixed core 83 and the biasing force ofthe needle 86
against the inlet valve member 74 is canceled.

Then, the inlet valve member 74 moves away from the first
spring holder 75 by the biasing force of the first spring 76 and
the inlet valve member 74 moves toward the suction chamber
711. As a result, the inlet valve member 74 is seated on the
valve seat 731 formed in the seat body 73.

(IIT) Pressurization Stroke

After the inlet valve member 74 is closed, the fuel pressure
in the pressurization chamber 14 is increased with ascent of
the plunger 51. When the force exerted on the plane 941 of the
discharge valve member 94 by the pressure of fuel in the
pressurization chamber 14 becomes larger than the following
resultant force, the discharge valve 93 is opened. The result-
ant force exerted on the plane 942 is a resultant of the pressure
force of fuel in the fuel discharge port 99 and the biasing force
of the discharge valve spring 943. The pressurized fuel pres-
surized in the pressurization chamber 14 is discharged from
the fuel discharge port 99.

The energization of the coil 87 is stopped in the pressur-
ization stroke. Since the force exerted on the inlet valve mem-
ber 74 by the fuel pressure in the pressurization chamber 14 is
larger than the energizing force of the second spring 851, the
inlet valve member 74 maintains the valve closed state.

As mentioned above, the high-pressure pump 1 repeats the
suction stroke, metering stroke, and pressurization stroke.
The suctioned fuel is pressurized and discharged into the fuel
accumulator through the fuel discharge port 99. The fuel
accumulator accumulates the discharged fuel. The fuel accu-
mulated in the fuel accumulator is injected through a fuel
injector (not shown).
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When the pressure of the fuel in the fuel accumulator is less
than or equal to a predetermined value, the relief valve mem-
ber 96 is seated on the relief valve seat 967 by the biasing
force of the relief valve spring 963. Therefore, the relief valve
95 is closed. However, the fuel pressure in the fuel accumu-
lator may be increased due to a malfunction. When the force
exerted on the plane 961 of the relief valve member 96 by the
pressure of fuel in the fuel accumulator exceeds a specified
value, the relief valve member 96 is moved toward the pres-
surization chamber 14 and the relief valve 95 is closed. The
specified value corresponds to the sum of the force exerted on
the plane 962 of the relief valve member 96 by the pressure of
fuel in the pressurization chamber 14 and the biasing force of
the relief valve spring 963. As a result, the flow of fuel from
the fuel discharge port 99 to the pressurization chamber 14 is
permitted.

[Advantages]

Advantages of the above high-pressure pump 1 will be
described hereinafter.

(I) The discharge valve 93 and the relief valve 95 are
accommodated in one valve housing 91. The valve members
of'the two valves are formed coaxially with the valve body 92
and arranged in series. This makes it possible to simplify the
configuration of the discharge relief portion 90.

(II) The discharge valve 93 and the relief valve 951 are
formed by machining the valve body 92 in the discharge relief
housing 91. Therefore, it is possible to simplify the configu-
rations of the discharge valve 93 and the relief valve 95,
whereby the physical size of the discharge relief portion 90
can be reduced. Also, its manufacturing cost can be reduced.

(II1) Since the discharge valve 93 and the relief valve 95 are
accommodated in the discharge relief housing 91 that forms
one passage, itis possible to reduce the dead volume that does
not contribute to pressurization of fuel. Therefore, the dis-
charging efficiency of the high-pressure pump 1 can be
enhanced.

(IV) The valve body 92 defines passages for the discharge
valve 93 and the relief valve 95. As a result, the discharge
relief portion 90 of the high-pressure pump 1 configures a
“sub-assembly” which is comprised of the valve body 92
connected with the discharge valve 93 and the relief valve 95
and the discharge reliefhousing 91 in which the valve body 92
is accommodated. With this configuration, the eftects (i) to
(iii) described below are obtained when the high-pressure
pump 1 is manufactured.

(1) Since the discharge relief valve unit can be produced in

a sub-assembly line different from the main assembly
line for the high-pressure pump 1, a tact time can be
shortened.

(i1) When inspecting and adjusting the valve opening pres-
sure of the relief valve 95, the discharge relief housing
91 only has to be set on an inspection equipment. The
inspection equipment can be reduced in size and simpli-
fied.

(ii1) When the relief valve opening pressure is not within
the predetermined range due to an inspecting equip-
ment, it is inevitable to discard the work piece as a
defective. For this reason, with the configuration in
which the valve opening pressure of the relief valve 95 is
adjusted as for the entire housing, any defective must be
discarded together with the housing. Meanwhile, when
the discharge relief portion 91 is configured as a sub-
assembly, any defective discharge relief portion only has
to be discarded and the loss cost arising from discard can
be significantly reduced.

(V) The discharge valve inlets 931, 932 formed in the valve

body 92 are arranged at equal intervals in the circumferential
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direction about a central axis of the valve body 92. As a result,
the fuel flowing in the first discharge valve passage 935 and
the second discharge valve passages 936, 937 can flow with-
out being biased to a specific direction. Therefore, it is pos-
sible to prevent degradation in discharging efficiency caused
by an inclined discharge valve member 94.

The relief valve inlets 951, 952 formed in the valve body 92
are arranged at equal intervals in the circumferential direction
around the central axis of the valve body 92. As a result, the
fuel flowing in the first relief valve passage 955 and the
second relief valve passages 956, 957 can flow without being
biased to a specific direction. Therefore, it is possible to
prevent degradation in relief efficiency caused by an inclined
relief valve member.

(VD) The discharge valve member 94 and the relief valve
member 96 are in a flat shape. The discharge valve seat 947
and the relief valve seat 967 are also flat. This makes it
possible to reduce the number of steps for grinding and/or
polishing the discharge valve 93 and the relief valve 95. Its
manufacturing cost can be reduced.

(VID) The relief valve spring holder 965 that supports the
relief valve spring 963 is press-inserted into the valve body
92. By adjusting the press-insert depth, the length of the relief
valve spring 963 disposed between the relief valve spring
holder 965 and the relief valve member 96 can be suitably
adjusted. Thus, the biasing force of the relief valve spring 963
and the valve opening pressure of the relief valve 95 can be
adjusted.

[Second Embodiment]

Referring to FIG. 8, a second embodiment will be
described hereinafter. The second embodiment is different
from the first embodiment in the shape of the valve body of a
relief valve. The substantially same parts and the components
as the first embodiment are indicated with the same reference
numeral and the same description will not be reiterated.

The relief valve member 975 of the relief valve 97 is
substantially in a spherical shape. The relief valve member
975 is supported by a substantially conical valve seat 978
arranged at one end of the relief valve spring 963.

A fifth pressure force is exerted on the plane 971 of the
relief valve member 975 by the pressure of fuel in the fuel
discharge port 99. The pressure of fuel in the pressurization
chamber 14 exerts on the plane 972 of the relief valve member
975. A relief valve acting force is the resultant force of this
force and the biasing force of the relief valve spring 963.
When the fifth pressure force is smaller than or equal to the
relief valve acting force, the relief valve member 975 is seated
on the relief valve seat 967 and the valve is closed. Mean-
while, when the fifth pressure force is greater than the relief
valve acting force, the relief valve member 975 is unseated
from the relief valve seat 967 and the valve is opened. As a
result, the fuel that flowed from the fuel discharge port 99 into
the fuel-discharge-relief-portion 90 is returned to the pressur-
ization chamber 14 by way of the second relief valve passages
956, 957 and the first relief valve passage 955.

[Third Embodiment]

Referring to FIG. 9, a third embodiment will be described
hereinafter. The third embodiment is partly different from the
first embodiment in the shape of the fuel-discharge-relief-
housing. The substantially same parts and the components as
the first embodiment are indicated with the same reference
numeral and the same description will not be reiterated.

In the third embodiment, the following diameters of the
inside diameter of a fuel-discharge-relief-housing 91A are
different from each other. That is, the inside diameter rl
through which the relief valve spring holder 965 is inserted in
the valve body 92; and the inside diameter r2 in which the
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bottom portion 923 of the valve body 92 is fixed. More spe-
cifically, as illustrated in FIG. 9, the inside diameter r1 is
larger than the inside diameter r2. At the inside diameter r1 of
the fuel-discharge-relief-housing 91A, the press-fit portion
965a of the relief valve spring holder 965 is opposed to the
outer wall of the valve body cylindrical portion 924 abutted
against the valve body 92. At the inside diameter r2, the
bottom portion 923 of the valve body 92 is fixed.

When the relief valve spring housing 965 is press fit and
fixed in the valve body 92, the press-fit portion 965a of the
relief valve spring housing 965 pushes and widens the valve
body cylindrical portion 924 in a radially outward direction.
When the dimensions of the fuel-discharge-relief-housing
91A supporting the valve body 92 are varied, it is likely that
the fuel-discharge-relief-housing 91A can not be press-in-
serted into the upper housing 15. According to the present
embodiment, the inside diameter of the fuel-discharge-relief-
housing 91A is increased. This inside diameter of the fuel-
discharge-relief-housing 91A is opposed to the outer wall of
the valve body cylindrical portion 924 against which the
press-fit portion 9654 is abutted. This makes it possible to
prevent variation in the dimensions of the fuel-discharge-
relief-housing 91A caused by widening of the valve body
cylindrical portion 924 in the radially outward direction.
[Fourth Embodiment]

Referring to FIG. 10, a fourth embodiment will be
described hereinafter. The fourth embodiment is partly dif-
ferent from the first embodiment in the shape of a valve body.
The substantially same parts and the components as the first
embodiment are indicated with the same reference numeral
and the same description will not be reiterated.

In the fourth embodiment, as illustrated in FIG. 10, a valve
body 92A is so formed that the outside diameter r3 of the
valve body cylindrical portion 924A is smaller than the out-
side diameter r4 of the bottom portion 923 of the valve body
92A.

When the relief valve spring housing 965 is press fit and
fixed in the valve body 92A, the press-fit portion 965a of the
relief valve spring housing 965 pushes and widens the valve
body cylindrical portion 924 A in a radially outward direction.
When the dimensions of the fuel-discharge-relief-housing 91
supporting the valve body 92A are varied, it is likely that the
fuel-discharge-relief-housing 91 can not be press-inserted
into the upper housing 15. According to the present embodi-
ment, the outside diameter r3 of the valve body cylindrical
portion 924 of the valve body 92A is smaller than the outside
diameter r4 of the bottom portion 923 of the valve body 92A.
This makes it possible to prevent variation in the dimensions
of'the fuel-discharge-relief-housing 91A caused by widening
of the valve body cylindrical portion 924 in the radially out-
ward direction.

[Modifications]

In the above first embodiment, third embodiment, and
fourth embodiment, each relief valve member is formed in a
flat shape. In the above-mentioned second embodiment, the
relief valve member is formed in a spherical shape. However,
the shape of the relief valve member is not limited to those. It
may be conical. The shape of each discharge valve member is
not limited to flat and may be spherical or conical.

In the above-mentioned embodiments, two fuel passages
are formed in the lower housing. However, the number of fuel
passages is not limited to this and may be one or more than
two.

[Fifth Embodiment]

FIGS. 11 to 14B illustrate a high-pressure pump according
to a fitth embodiment. The high-pressure pump 2001 is a fuel
pump that supplies fuel to an internal combustion engine at
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high pressure. The fuel supplied to the engine by the high-
pressure pump 2001 is, for example, gasoline. The high-
pressure pump 2001 suctions the fuel from the fuel tank and
discharges the fuel to the delivery pipe (not shown).

The high-pressure pump 2001 includes a plunger 2020, a
cylinder 2030, a housing 2040, a cylindrical member 2050, a
valve body 2060, a discharge valve member 2071, a relief
valve member 2072, a discharge valve biasing portion 2080,
a relief valve biasing portion 2090, and the like.

The plunger 2020 is formed as a solid cylinder of metal,
such as stainless steel. The plunger 2020 is comprised of a
large-diameter portion 2021, a small-diameter, portion 2022,
and a protruded portion 2023. The small-diameter portion
2022 extends from one end of the large-diameter portion 2021
in the axial direction and its outside diameter is smaller than
the outside diameter of the large-diameter portion 2021. The
protruded portion 2023 is so formed that it is protruded from
the center of the other end of the large-diameter portion 2021
to the opposite side to the small-diameter portion 2022. Its
outside diameter is smaller than the outside diameter of the
large-diameter portion 2021.

The cylinder 2030 is formed as a closed-end cylinder of
metal, such as stainless steel. The plunger 2020 is inserted to
inside the cylinder 2030 from the protruded portion 2023. The
cylinder 2030 has a pressurization chamber 2031 formed of
its inner wall and the outer wall of the protruded portion 2023
of the plunger 2020.

The inner wall of the cylinder 2030 and the outer wall of the
large-diameter portion 2021 of the plunger 2020 can be slid
on each other. That is, the cylinder 2030 houses the plunger
2020 so that it can be reciprocatively moved in the axial
direction. The inside of the cylinder 2030 corresponds to a
“plunger housing hole”. When the plunger 2020 is reciproca-
tively moved inside the cylinder 2030, the volumetric capac-
ity of the pressurization chamber 2031 is varied. The hardness
of the cylinder 2030 is enhanced by heat treatment, such as
quenching, in order to suppress seizure and wear due to
sliding of the plunger 2020.

The cylinder 2030 includes a suction port 2032 and a
discharge port 2033 that allow the outside in the radial direc-
tion and the pressurization chamber 2031 to communicate
with each other. The suction port 2032 and the discharge port
2033 are formed on a virtual straight line orthogonal to the
axis of the cylinder 2030. That is, the suction port 2032 is
formed on the opposite side to the discharge port 2033. The
cylinder 2030 has an annular protrusion 2034 protruded from
its outer wall in the radially outward direction.

The housing 2040 is made from stainless steel. The hous-
ing 2040 is comprised of an upper housing 2041 and a lower
housing 2046.

As illustrated in FIGS. 11 and 12, the upper housing 2041
is formed substantially in the shape of a rectangular parallel-
epiped. The upper housing 2041 has ahousing hole 2042 in its
longitudinal direction. In addition, the upper housing 2041
includes a suction passage 2043 and a discharge passage 2044
that connect together the outer wall surface and the inner wall
surface forming the housing hole 2042. The discharge pas-
sage 2044 is comprised of a first discharge passage 2441
communicating with the housing hole 2042 and a second
discharge passage 2442 communicating with the first dis-
charge passage 2441.

The upper housing 2041 includes: a cylindrical first inner
wall surface 2451 forming the first discharge passage 2441;
and a cylindrical second inner wall surface 2452 forming the
second discharge passage 2442. The second inner wall sur-
face 2452 is larger in diameter than the first inner wall surface
2451. An inside thread groove 2453 is formed in the second



US 9,181,944 B2

19

inner wall surface 2452. The upper housing 2041 includes an
annular stepped surface 2454 formed between the first inner
wall surface 2451 and the second inner wall surface 2452. The
stepped surface 2454 corresponds to a “stepped surface”. The
upper housing 2041 includes multiple through holes 2045
that connect together the outer wall surface and the inner wall
surface forming the suction passage 2043.

The lower housing 2046 is comprised of a cylinder-hold-
ing-portion 2047, a plate portion 2048, and a cylindrical
portion 2049. The cylinder-holding-portion 2047 is formed in
the shape of a hollow cylinder. The plate portion 2048 is
formed in such a manner as to extend from one end of the
cylinder-holding-portion 2047 in the radially outward direc-
tion. The cylindrical portion 2049 is formed in such a manner
as to substantially cylindrically extend from the plate portion
2048 to the opposite side relative to the cylinder-holding-
portion 2047. Multiple through holes 2481 penetrating the
plate portion 2048 in the direction of plate thickness are
formed between the cylinder-holding-portion 2047 and the
cylindrical portion 2049. As illustrated in FIG. 12, mounting
holes 2482 into which fastening members for mounting the
high-pressure pump 2001 on the engine are inserted are
formed in the plate portion 2048.

The cylinder 2030 is press-inserted into the cylinder-hold-
ing-portion 2047 of the lower housing 2046 and the housing
hole 2042 of the upper housing 2041. The suction passage
2043 of the upper housing 2041 communicates with the suc-
tion port 2032 of the cylinder 2030. The discharge passage
2044 of the upper housing 2041 communicates with the dis-
charge port 2033 of the cylinder 2030.

The annular protrusion 2034 of the cylinder 2030 is abutted
against the lower housing 2046. This restricts the movement
of the cylinder 2030 relative to the lower housing 2046 and
the upper housing 2041 in the axial direction. As mentioned
above, the upper housing 2041 and the lower housing 2046
accommodate the cylinder 2030 so that the cylinder 2030
cannot make a relative movement.

In the present embodiment, a cover member 2011 is pro-
vided on the plate portion 2048 of the lower housing 2046.
The cover member 2011 is formed in the shape of a cup. The
cover member 2011 is comprised of a substantially octagonal
cylindrical portion 2111 and a bottom portion 2112 closing
one end of the cylindrical portion 2111. The cover member
2011 covers the upper housing 2041 and the cylinder-hold-
ing-portion 2047 of the lower housing 2046 so that they are
positioned inside the cylindrical portion 2111. The end of the
cylindrical portion 2111 is abutted against the plate portion
2048 of the lower housing 2046 and circumferentially welded
thereto. Thus, it is liquid-tightly sealed between the cylindri-
cal portion 2111 and the plate portion 2048 and a fuel gallery
2113 is formed inside the cover member 2011.

A hole 2121 is formed in the cylindrical portion 2111 in a
position corresponding to the suction passage 2043. A hole
2122 is formed in the cylindrical portion 2111 in a position
corresponding to the discharge passage 2044. As illustrated in
FIG. 12, a fuel inlet 2002 is attached to the cylindrical portion
2111. The fuel inlet 2002 is formed in a cylindrical shape; and
one end thereofis fit into a hole 2123 formed in the cylindrical
portion 2111 and its circumference is welded to the cylindri-
cal portion 2111. A fuel pipe connected to the fuel tank, not
shown, is connected to the other end of the fuel inlet 2002. As
a result, the fuel in the fuel tank is supplied to the fuel gallery
2113 by way of the fuel pipe and the fuel inlet 2002. A filter
2003 is provided inside the other end of the fuel inlet 2002.

A pulsation damper 2004 is provided between the bottom
portion 2112 of the fuel gallery 2113 and the upper housing
2041. The pulsation damper 2004 is formed by joining
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together the peripheral edge portions of two diaphragms and
gas at a predetermined pressure is tightly sealed therein. The
pulsation damper 2004 is held by a holding member 2005
fixed at a vicinity of the bottom portion 2112. The pulsation
damper 2004 is elastically deformed according to change in
the fuel pressure in the fuel gallery 2113 and can thereby
reduce fuel pressure pulsation.

An oil seal holder 2141 is provided at the end of the cylin-
der 2030. The oil seal holder 2141 is comprised of a cylindri-
cal base portion 2151 into which the small-diameter portion
2022 is inserted and a press-fit portion 2152 press-inserted
into the cylindrical portion 2049 of the lower housing 2046.
The base portion 2151 and the press-fit portion 2152 are
integrally formed. An annular seal 2142 is provided inside of
the base portion 2151. The seal 2142 is comprised of a ring
located inside in the radial direction and a ring made of rubber
located outside in the radial direction. The thickness of a fuel
oil film around the small-diameter portion 2022 of the
plunger 2020 is adjusted by the seal 2142 and the leakage of
fuel to the engine is suppressed. An oil seal 2143 is provided
at the other end of the base portion 2151. The thickness of an
oil film around the small-diameter portion 2022 of the
plunger 2020 is adjusted by the oil seal 2143 and the leakage
of oil is suppressed by the same.

The press-fit portion 2152 is comprised of: an inner cylin-
drical portion 2153 cylindrically extended from one end of
the base portion 2151; a connecting portion 2154 annularly
extended from the end of the inner cylindrical portion 2153 on
the opposite side to the base portion 2151 in the outward
radial direction; and an outer cylindrical portion 2155 cylin-
drically extended from the outer edge of the connecting por-
tion 2154 toward the base portion 2151. As mentioned above,
the press-fit portion 2152 is formed in a double cylindrical
shape. The press-fit portion 2152 is press-inserted into the
cylindrical portion 2049 so that the outer wall of the outer
cylindrical portion 2155 is in contact with the inner wall of the
cylindrical portion 2049 of the lower housing 2046.

A disk-shaped spring seat 2144 is provided at the end of the
small-diameter portion 2022 of the plunger 2020. A spring
2145 is provided between the spring seat 2144 and the con-
necting portion 2154 of the press-fit portion 2152 of the oil
seal holder 2141.

When the high-pressure pump 2001 is mounted on the
engine, the end of the small-diameter portion 2022 of the
plunger 2020 is abutted against a tappet (not shown) of the
engine. The tappet has its outer surface abutted against a cam
installed on a cam shaft, and is reciprocatively moved in the
axial direction according to the cam profile by the rotation of
the cam shaft. One end of the spring 2145 is engaged with the
spring seat 2144 and the other end thereof is anchored to the
connecting portion 2154. As a result, the spring 2145 func-
tions as a return spring for the plunger 2020 and energizes the
plunger 2020 so as to abut it against the tappet.

With the above configuration, the plunger 2020 is recipro-
catively moved in the axial direction according to the rotation
of the cam shaft. The volumetric capacity of the pressuriza-
tion chamber 2031 is varied.

An inlet valve portion 2016 is provided in the suction
passage 2043 of the upper housing 2041. The inlet valve
portion 2016 includes: an inlet valve body 2161, a first cylin-
drical member 2162, a second cylindrical member 2163, a
needle 2164, an inlet valve member 2165, a stopper 2166, a
first spring 2167, a second spring 2168, and the like.

The inlet valve body 2161 is formed in a substantially
cylindrical shape and is so provided that the outer wall of one
end thereof is abutted against the inner wall of the upper
housing 2041 forming the suction passage 2043. An annular



US 9,181,944 B2

21

inlet valve seat 2171 is formed on the end face of the inlet
valve body 2161. The inlet valve body 2161 includes multiple
through holes 2172 that connect its inner wall and its outer
wall.

The first cylindrical member 2162 is made from magnetic
material. The first cylindrical member 2162 is inserted into
the hole 2121 in the cylindrical portion 2111 of the cover
member 2011. Its outer wall is abutted against the inner wall
of'the upper housing 2041 forming the suction passage 2043.
The other end of the inlet valve body 2161 is positioned inside
of the first cylindrical member 2162.

The through holes 2045 in the upper housing 2041 and the
through holes 2172 in the inlet valve body 2161 communicate
with each other. As a result, the fuel gallery 2113 and the
inside of the inlet valve body 2161 communicate with each
other through the through holes 2045 and the through holes
2172. The outer wall of the first cylindrical member 2162 and
the rim of the hole 2121 in the cover member 2011 are welded
together throughout the circumference. The liquid tightness
of the fuel gallery 2113 is thereby maintained.

The second cylindrical member 2163 is formed in the
shape of a closed-end cylinder. Its outer wall is abutted
against the inner wall of the first cylindrical member 2162.
The needle 2164 is inserted into a hole formed in the bottom
portion of the second cylindrical member 2163. The needle
2164 has an annular protrusion 2173 protruded from the outer
wall in the outward radial direction. The inlet valve member
2165 is formed in a disk shape and is provided in the inlet
valve body 2161.

The stopper 2166 is cup-shaped and is provided in such a
manner as to confront the pressurization chamber 2031. The
inlet valve member 2165 is so provided that it can be recip-
rocatively moved in the axial direction between the inlet valve
body 2161 and the stopper 2166. Therefore, the inlet valve
member 2165 can be abutted against the inlet valve seat 2171
of'theinlet valve body 2161. The inlet valve member 2165 can
be abutted against the stopper 2166. One end of the needle
2164 can be abutted against the center of the plane of the inlet
valve member 2165 on one side.

The inlet valve member 2165 is unseated from the inlet
valve seat 2171 of the inlet valve body 2161 or is seated on the
inlet valve seat 2171, whereby the suction passage 2043 is
opened or closed.

The first spring 2167 is provided between the bottom por-
tion of the second cylindrical member 2163 and the annular
protrusion 173 of the needle 2164 to biases the needle 2164
toward the stopper 2166. The second spring 2168 is provided
between the bottom portion of the stopper 2166 and the inlet
valve member 2165 to biases the inlet valve member 2165
toward the needle 2164. In the present embodiment, the bias-
ing force of the first spring 2167 is larger than that of the
second spring 2168. Without external force exerted on the
needle 2164, the inlet valve member 2165 is biased in the
valve opening direction by the first spring 2167 and is pressed
against the stopper 2166. That is, at this time, the inlet valve
member 2165 is opened.

An electromagnetic driving unit 2018 is provided in the
inlet valve portion 2016. The electromagnetic driving unit
2018 includes a movable core 2181, a fixed core 2182, a coil
2183, and the like. The movable core 2181 is made from
magnetic material and is press-inserted into the end of the
needle 2164. As a result, the movable core 2181 can be
reciprocatively moved in the axial direction together with the
needle 2164.
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The fixed core 2182 is made from magnetic material. A
cylindrical member 2185 made from nonmagnetic material is
provided between the fixed core 2182 and the first cylindrical
member 2162.

The coil 2183 is formed around the movable core 2181 and
the fixed core 2182. The coil 2183 is covered with a molded
portion 2184 formed of a resin material. The molded portion
2184 includes a connector portion 2191 which protrudes from
the outer wall in the outward radial direction. A terminal 2192
is insert-molded in the connector portion 2191. The terminal
2192 and the coil 2183 are electrically connected with each
other.

The molded portion 2184 is covered with a first cover
member 2193 and a second cover member 2194. The first
cover member 2193 is formed in the shape of a closed-end
cylinder and its bottom portion is abutted against the fixed
core 2182. The first cover member 2193 is made from mag-
netic material. The second cover member 2194 is a plate made
from magnetic material and has a hole in the center thereof.
The end of the first cylindrical member 2162 is inserted into
this center hole. The second cover member 2194 and the first
cylindrical member 2162 are abutted against each other. The
second cover member 2194 is abutted against the end of the
first cover member 2193.

When the coil 2183 is energized through the terminal 2192,
it generates a magnetic field. When a magnetic field is gen-
erated in the coil 2183, a magnetic circuit is formed in the
fixed core 2182, the first cover member 2193, the second
cover member 2194, the first cylindrical member 2162, and
the movable core 2181. The movable core 2181 is attracted
toward the fixed core 2182 together with the needle 2164.
This magnetic circuit is so formed that it goes around the
cylindrical member 2185 which is made from nonmagnetic
material.

When the coil 2183 is not energized, the inlet valve mem-
ber 2165 is biased toward the pressurization chamber 2031
through the needle 2164 by the biasing force of the first spring
2167 and is abutted against the stopper 2166. Since the inlet
valve member 2165 is away from the inlet valve seat 2171 at
this time, the flows of fuel in the suction passage 2043 and the
suction port 2032 are permitted. Meanwhile, when the coil
2183 is energized and the movable core 2181 and the needle
2164 are attracted toward the fixed core 2182, the inlet valve
member 2165 is biased to the inlet valve seat 2171 by the
biasing force of the second spring 2168. As a result, the flows
of fuel in the suction passage 2043 and the suction port 2032
are interrupted.

As mentioned above, the inlet valve portion 2016 can per-
mit or interrupt the flows of fuel in the suction passage 2043
and the suction port 2032 by the actuation of the electromag-
netic driving unit 2018. In this embodiment, the electromag-
netic driving unit 2018 and the inlet valve portion 2016 form
a normally-open-valve mechanism.

With reference to FIGS. 14A and 14B, the cylindrical
member 2050, valve body 2060, the discharge valve member
2071, the relief valve member 2072, the discharge valve ener-
gizing means 2080, and the relief valve energizing means
2090 will be described in detail.

The cylindrical member 2050 is made from stainless steel.
The cylindrical member 2050 is inserted into the hole 2122 in
the cylindrical portion 2111 of the cover member 2011. Its
one end is positioned inside of the second inner wall surface
2452 of the upper housing 2041. More specifically, an outside
thread groove 2051 corresponding to the inside thread groove
2453 in the second inner wall surface 2452 is formed in the
outer wall of one end of the cylindrical member 2050. One
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end of the cylindrical member 2050 is screwed to inside of the
second inner wall surface 2452.

The cylindrical member 2050 has a stepped surface 2052
formed between one end and the other end thereof. The cylin-
drical member 2050 is formed in such a manner that the inside
diameter of the extreme end is larger than those of the other
portion. The stepped surface 2052 corresponds to a “first
stepped surface.”

A thread groove 2053 is formed in the outer wall of the
cylindrical member 2050 and the fuel pipe connected to the
delivery pipe is connected thereto. The outer wall of the
cylindrical member 2050 and an inner periphery of the hole
2122 in the cover member 2011 are welded together. The
liquid tightness of the fuel gallery 2113 is thereby maintained.

The valve body 2060 is formed of metal, such as stainless
steel and includes a cylindrical portion 2061, a flange portion
2062, a first valve-seat-forming portion 2063, a second valve-
seat-forming portion 2064, a stepped surface 2065, a dis-
charge valve seat 2066, a relief valve seat 2067, a discharge
valve passage 2068, a relief valve passage 2069, and the like.

The cylindrical portion 2061 is accommodated in the cylin-
drical member 2050. The cylindrical member 2050 is formed
in such a manner that the inside diameter of the extreme end
is larger than those of the other portions. Therefore, a part of
the outer wall of the cylindrical portion 2061 is in contact with
an inner wall surface of the cylindrical member 2050. As a
result, an annular clearance C1 is formed between the outer
wall of the cylindrical portion 2061 and the inner wall of the
cylindrical member 2050. In this embodiment, the outside
diameter of the cylindrical portion 2061 is slightly larger than
the inside diameter of the portion of the cylindrical member
2050. For this reason, the cylindrical portion 2061 is lightly
inserted into the cylindrical member 2050.

The flange portion 2062 is annularly formed in such a
manner as to extend from the end of the cylindrical portion
2061 in the outward radial direction. The flange portion 2062
is sandwiched between one end of the cylindrical member
2050 and the stepped surface 2454 of the upper housing 2041.
The one end of the cylindrical member 2050 is screwed to
inside the second inner wall surface 2452 so that a contact
pressure of a predetermined value is exerted on the area
between the cylindrical member 2050 and the flange portion
2062 and the area between the flange portion 2062 and the
stepped surface 2454.

As illustrated in FIGS. 14A and 14B, the flange portion
2062 is formed in such a manner that its inner edge portion
and its outer edge portion are tapered. The contacting area
between the flange portion 2062 and the stepped surface 2454
is smaller than the maximum value of the sectional area of the
flange portion 2062. The cylindrical member 2050 is also
formed in such a manner that its inner edge portion and its
outer edge portion are tapered. The contacting area between
the cylindrical member 2050 and the flange portion 2062 is
smaller than the maximum value of the sectional area of the
flange portion 2062. Thereby, it possible to increase the con-
tact pressure exerted on the area between the flange portion
2062 and the stepped surface 2454 and the area between the
cylindrical member 2050 and the flange portion 2062.

The first valve-seat-forming portion 2063 is formed in a
shape of a solid cylinder. The portion 2063 closes the end of
the cylindrical portion 2061. The outside diameter of the first
valve-seat-forming portion 2063 is set in such a manner that
it is smaller than the outside diameter of the cylindrical por-
tion 2061 and the inside diameter of the cylindrical member
2050. For this reason, an annular clearance C2 is formed
between the outer wall of the first valve-seat-forming portion
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2063 and the inner wall of the cylindrical member 2050. This
clearance C2 corresponds to a “clearance” of the present
invention.

The second valve-seat-forming portion 2064 is formed in
such a manner as to protrude from the first valve-seat-forming
portion 2063 in a direction apart from the cylindrical portion
2061. The outside diameter of the second valve-seat-forming
portion 2064 is smaller than the outside diameter of the first
valve-seat-forming portion 2063. As a result, an annular
stepped surface 2065 is formed on the wall surface of the first
valve seat formation portion 2063. This stepped surface 2065
corresponds to a “second stepped surface.” In this embodi-
ment, the distance between the stepped surface 2065 and the
stepped surface 2052 of the cylindrical member 2050 is set to
a predetermined distance “d1”.

The first valve-seat-forming portion 2063 and the second
valve-seat-forming portion 2064 correspond to a “valve-seat-
forming portion.”

The discharge valve seat 2066 is formed on an end face of
the second valve-seat-forming portion 2064. The relief valve
seat 2067 is formed on the end face of the first valve-seat-
forming portion 2063. The discharge valve seat 2066 and the
relief valve seat 2067 are annularly formed.

The discharge valve passage 2068 is formed in the second
valve-seat-forming portion 2064 and the first valve-seat-
forming portion 2063 so that the discharge valve seat 2066
and the end face of the first valve-seat-forming portion 2063
are connected with each other. The relief valve passage 2069
is formed in the first valve-seat-forming portion 2063 so that
the relief valve seat 2067 and the outer wall of the first valve-
seat-forming portion 2063 are connected with each other.
That is, the relief valve passage 2069 is formed so that its end
opposite to the relief valve seat 2067 is connected to the
clearance C2. The relief valve passage 2069 does not com-
municate with the discharge valve passage 2068.

The discharge valve member 2071 is a disk made from
stainless steel. The discharge valve member 2071 is arranged
in such a manner as to abut against the discharge valve seat
2066. The relief valve member 2072 is formed in a spherical
shape. The relief valve member 2072 is so provided that it can
be abutted against the relief valve seat 2067.

The discharge valve biasing portion 2080 is comprised of a
holder 2081 and a spring 2086. The holder 2081 is formed by
pressing sheet metal of stainless steel and is provided inside
of the cylindrical member 2050. The holder 2081 includes a
holder cylindrical portion 2082, a holder bottom portion
2083, a holder flange portion 2084, and through holes 2085.

The holder cylindrical portion 2082 is so provided that the
second valve-seat-forming portion 2064 is inserted into one
end thereof. The inside diameter of the holder cylindrical
portion 2082 and the outside diameter of the second valve seat
formation portion 2064 are substantially identical with each
other. Therefore, the holder cylindrical portion 2082 and the
second valve seat formation portion 2064 are loosely fit
together. The inside diameter of the holder cylindrical portion
2082 is slightly larger than the outside diameter of the dis-
charge valve member 2071. For this reason, the discharge
valve member 2071 can be reciprocatively moved in the
holder cylindrical portion 2082. The holder bottom portion
2083 closes the other end of the holder cylindrical portion
2082.

The holder flange portion 2084 is annularly formed so that
it is extended from the one end of the holder cylindrical
portion 2082 in the outward radial direction. The holder
flange portion 2084 is sandwiched between the stepped-sur-
face 2052 of the cylindrical member 2050 and the stepped
surface 2065 of the first valve seat formation portion 2063.
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Theholder flange portion 2084 is so set that its plate thickness
is smaller than the distance “d1” between the stepped surface
2052 and the stepped surface 2065 and its outer edge portion
is bent toward the stepped surface 2052. For this reason, the
holder flange portion 2084 can be elastically deformed
between the stepped surface 2052 and the stepped surface
2065. As a result, a force of a predetermined value is con-
stantly exerted on the holder flange portion 2084 from the
stepped surface 2052 and the stepped surface 2065.

Multiple cutout grooves 2841 are formed in the outer edge
portion of the holder flange portion 2084 in the circumferen-
tial direction. The relief valve passage 2069, the clearance C2
and an inner space of the cylindrical member 2050 commu-
nicate with each other through the cutout grooves 841. One of
the through holes 2085 is formed in the holder bottom portion
2083 and the others are formed in the holder cylindrical
portion 2082 in the circumferential direction. The inside and
outside of the holder 2081 communicate with each other
through the holes 2085.

The spring 2086 is provided between the discharge valve
member 2071 and the holder bottom portion 2083. The spring
2086 is a coil spring and one end thereof is engaged with the
discharge valve member 2071 and the other end thereof is
engaged with the holder bottom portion 2083. As a result, the
spring 2086 biases the discharge valve member 2071 to abut
against the discharge valve seat 2066. That is, the spring 2086
biases the discharge valve member 2071 in the seating direc-
tion. The spring 2086 corresponds to a “discharge valve bias-
ing member.”

The relief valve energizing means 2090 is comprised of a
holder 2091, a valve holding member 2095, and a spring
2098. The holder 2091 is formed in the shape of a closed-end
cylinder of metal, such as stainless steel. The holder 2091
includes a holder cylindrical portion 2092, a holder bottom
portion 2093 and through holes 2094. The holder bottom
portion 2093 closes the end of the holder cylindrical portion
2092. The holder 2091 is configured in such a manner that the
outer wall of the holder cylindrical portion 2092 is fit or
welded to the inner wall of the cylindrical portion 2061 of the
valve body 2060. One of the through holes 2094 is formed in
the holder bottom portion 2093 and the others are formed in
the holder cylindrical portion 2092 in the circumferential
direction. The inside and outside of the holder 2091 commu-
nicate with each other through the through holes 2094.

The valve holding member 2095 is comprised of an annular
plate portion 2096 and a cylindrical portion 2097. The cylin-
drical portion 2097 cylindrically extends from the inner edge
end of the plate portion 2096 toward the pressurization cham-
ber 2031. The inner wall of the cylindrical portion 2097 is
tapered so that its diameter is reduced toward the pressuriza-
tion chamber 2031. The relief valve member 2072 is held
inside of the tapered inner wall of the cylindrical portion
2097.

The spring 2098 is arranged between the valve holding
member 2095 and the holder bottom portion 2093. The spring
2098 is a coil spring. One end thereof is engaged with the
valve holding member 2095 and the other end is engaged with
the holder bottom portion 2093. As a result, the spring 2098
biases the relief valve member 2072 through the valve hold-
ing member 2095 so as to abut against the relief valve seat
2067. That is, the spring 2098 biases the relief valve member
2072 in the seating direction.

As mentioned above, the cylindrical member 2050 and the
valve body 2060 are kept joined with each other. The valve
body 2060 and the holder 2091 are kept joined with each other
by fitting or welding. With this configuration, these members
can be configured as a sub-assembly by assembling the cylin-
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drical member 2050, the valve body 2060, the discharge valve
member 2071, the relief valve member 2072, the discharge
valve biasing portion 2080, and the relief valve biasing por-
tion 2090. Therefore, the assembly of the high-pressure pump
2001 can be facilitated.

An operation of the high-pressure pump 2001 will be
described hereinafter.
[Suction Stroke]

When the plunger 2020 is moved downward in FIG. 11, the
energization of the coil 2183 has been stopped. For this rea-
son, the inlet valve member 2165 is biased toward the pres-
surization chamber 2031 by the needle 2164 receiving a force
from the first spring 2167. As a result, the inlet valve member
2165 is away from the inlet valve seat 2171 of the inlet valve
body 2161. When the plunger 2020 is moved downward in
FIG. 11, the pressure in the pressurization chamber 2031 is
reduced. For this reason, the force which the inlet valve mem-
ber 2165 receives from the fuel at the inlet valve seat 2171 is
larger than the force which the inlet valve member 2165
receives from the fuel in the pressurization chamber 2031. As
a result, the force is applied to the inlet valve member 2165 in
a direction away from the inlet valve seat 2171. The inlet
valve member 2165 is moved until it is abutted against the
stopper 2166. When the inlet valve member 2165 is away
from the inlet valve seat 2171, the fuel gallery 2113 commu-
nicates with the pressurization chamber 2031 through the
through holes 2045, the through holes 2172, the inside of the
inlet valve body 2161 and the suction port 2032. Conse-
quently, the fuel in the fuel gallery 2113 is suctioned into the
pressurization chamber 2031 by way of the through holes
2045 and the through holes 2172 in this order.

[Metering Stroke]

When the plunger 2020 ascends from the bottom dead
center toward the top dead center, a fuel pressure force is
applied to the inlet valve member 2165 in a direction in which
the inlet valve member 2165 is abutted against the inlet valve
seat 2171. However, when the coil 2183 is not energized, the
needle 2164 is biased toward the inlet valve member 2165 by
the biasing force of the first spring 2167. For this reason, the
movement of the inlet valve member 2165 toward the inlet
valve seat 2171 is restricted by the needle 2164. The inlet
valve member 2165 is covered with the stopper 2166. As a
result, the flow of fuel discharged from the pressurization
chamber 2031 to the fuel gallery 2113 does not directly col-
lide with the inlet valve member 2165. For this reason, the
force applied to the inlet valve member 2165 in the valve
closing direction is reduced.

In the metering stroke, the inlet valve member 2165 is kept
away from the inlet valve seat 2171 while the energization of
the coil 2183 is stopped. As a result, the fuel discharged from
the pressurization chamber 2031 is returned to the fuel gallery
2113 by way of the through holes 2172 and the through holes
2045 in this order.

When the coil 2183 is energized in the metering stroke, a
magnetic circuit is formed through the fixed core 2182, the
first cover member 2193, the second cover member 2194, the
first cylindrical member 2162 and the movable core 2181. As
a result, magnetic attractive force is produced between the
fixed core 2182 and the movable core 2181. When the mag-
netic attractive force produced between the fixed core 2182
and the movable core 2181 becomes larger than the biasing
force of the first spring 2167, the movable core 2181 is moved
toward the fixed core 2182. For this reason, the needle 2164
integrated with the movable core 2181 is also moved toward
the fixed core 2182. When the needle 2164 is moved toward
the fixed core 2182, the inlet valve member 2165 and the
needle 2164 are away from each other. The inlet valve mem-
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ber 2165 does not receive any forces from the needle 2164. As
a result, the inlet valve member 2165 is moved away from the
stopper 2166 and moved toward the inlet valve seat 2171. As
a result, the inlet valve member 2165 is closed.

When the plunger 2020 ascends, the quantity of fuel
returned from the pressurization chamber 2031 to the fuel
gallery 2113 is adjusted by closing the suction passage 2043
between the pressurization chamber 2031 and the fuel gallery
2113. As a result, the quantity of fuel pressurized in the
pressurization chamber 2031 is determined. When the inlet
valve member 2165 is moved toward the inlet valve seat 2171
and the inlet valve member 2165 is abutted against the inlet
valve seat 2171, the flow of fuel flowing in the suction passage
2043 is interrupted. This terminates the metering stroke of
discharging fuel from the pressurization chamber 2031 to the
fuel gallery 2113.

[Pressurizing Stroke]|

When the plunger 2020 further ascends toward the top dead
center with the suction passage 2043 closed, the pressure of
fuel in the pressurization chamber 2031 is increased. When
the pressure of fuel in the pressurization chamber 2031
becomes higher than or equal to a predetermined value, the
discharge valve member 2071 is moved away from the dis-
charge valve seat 2066 against the biasing force of the spring
2086 and the fuel pressure force which the discharge valve
member 2071 receives. As a result, the discharge valve mem-
ber 2071 is opened and the fuel pressurized in the pressuriza-
tion chamber 2031 is discharged from the high-pressure
pump 2001 by way of the discharge valve passage 2068 and
an inner space of the valve body 2060. The fuel discharged
from the high-pressure pump 2001 is supplied to the delivery
pipe, (not shown).

When the pressure in the cylindrical member 2050
becomes higher than or equal to a predetermined value, the
relief valve member 2072 is moved away from the relief valve
seat 2067 against the biasing force of the spring 2098 and the
fuel pressure force which the relief valve member 2072
receives. As a result, the relief valve member 2072 is opened.
The fuel in the interior of the cylindrical member 2050 is
returned to the pressurization chamber 2031 by way of the
relief valve passage 2069.

When the plunger 2020 is moved up to the top dead center,
the energization of the coil 2183 is stopped and the inlet valve
member 2165 is moved away from the inlet valve seat 2171
again. The plunger 2020 is moved downward in FIG. 11 again
and the pressure of fuel in the pressurization chamber 2031 is
reduced. As a result, the fuel is suctioned from the fuel gallery
2113 to the pressurization chamber 2031.

When the inlet valve member 2165 is closed and the pres-
sure of fuel in the pressurization chamber 2031 rises to the
predetermined value, the energization of the coil 2183 may be
stopped. When the pressure of fuel in the pressurization
chamber 2031 rises, the fuel pressure force which the inlet
valve member 2165 receives in an opening direction becomes
larger than the force which the inlet valve member 2165
receives in a close direction. For this reason, even when the
energization of the coil 2183 is stopped, the inlet valve mem-
ber 2165 is kept abutted against the inlet valve seat 2171 by
the force from the fuel in the pressurization chamber 2031.
The power consumption of the electromagnetic driving unit
2018 can be reduced by stopping the energization of the coil
2183 at a predetermined time point as mentioned above.

The high-pressure pump 2001 pressurizes and discharges
suctioned fuel by repeating the above-mentioned “suction
stroke,” “metering stroke,” and “pressurization stroke.” The
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fuel discharge rate is adjusted by controlling the timing of
energization of the coil 2183 of the electromagnetic driving
unit 2018.

When the high-pressure pump 2001 is in operation, the
pressure in the pressurization chamber 2031 is periodically
changed. For this reason, a fuel pressure pulsation occurs in
the fuel gallery 2113 communicating with the pressurization
chamber 2031. In this embodiment, this fuel pressure pulsa-
tion is suppressed by providing the fuel gallery 2113 with the
pulsation damper 2004.

In the pressurization stroke, the valve body 2060 receives
fuel pressure from the pressurization chamber 2031. When
the pressure inside of the cylindrical member 2050 rises, the
valve body 2060 receives a fuel pressure from the opposite
side. When the high-pressure pump 2001 is in operation, as
mentioned above, the fuel pressure force is repeatedly exerted
on the valve body 2060 in the axial direction. In this embodi-
ment, however, the valve body 2060 has the flange portion
2062 sandwiched between the stepped surface 2454 of the
upper housing 2041 and one end of the cylindrical member
2050. Therefore, the axial movement thereof relative to the
upper housing 2041 is restricted.

In this embodiment, the valve body 2060 includes: the
cylindrical portion 2061 housed inside of the cylindrical
member 2050; the flange portion 2062 extended from the
cylindrical portion 2061 in the outward radial direction and
sandwiched between the one end of the cylindrical member
2050 and the stepped surface 2454 of the housing 2040; the
first valve-seat-forming portion 2063 and second valve-seat-
forming portion 2064 closing the end of the cylindrical por-
tion 2061; the discharge valve seat 2066 formed on the wall
surface of the second valve-seat-forming portion 2064; and
the discharge valve passage 2068 that connects together the
discharge valve seat 2066 and the wall surface of the first
valve-seat-forming portion 2063.

The discharge valve member 2071 is unseated from the
discharge valve seat 2066 or seated on the discharge valve
seat 2066 and can thereby open or close the discharge valve
passage 2068.

According to the above configuration, the valve body 2060
is configured in such a manner that the flange portion 2062 is
sandwiched between the stepped surface 2454 of the housing
2040 and one end of the cylindrical member 2050. The valve
body 2060 is held in the housing 2040 with axial force exerted
on its flange portion 2062 from the stepped surface 2454 of
the housing 2040 and the one end of the cylindrical member
2050. As a result, the axial movement of the valve body 2060
relative to the housing 2040 is restricted. The discharge pres-
sure of the high-pressure pump 2001 can be stabilized.

Itis restricted that a force is exerted on the valve body 2060
in the inward radial direction. It is restricted that a force is
exerted on the first valve-seat-forming portion 2063 and sec-
ond valve-seat-forming portion 2064 in the inward radial
direction. Thus, it is restricted that the first valve-seat-form-
ing portion 2063 and the second valve-seat-forming portion
2064 are deformed. Therefore, it is possible to maintain the
tight abutment between the discharge valve seat 2066 and the
discharge valve member 2071. The discharge pressure of the
high-pressure pump 2001 can be further stabilized.

In this embodiment, the housing 2040 has the inner wall
surface that accommodates the cylinder 2030 and forms the
discharge passage 2044 communicating with the discharge
port 2033. The cylindrical member 2050 is provided in such
a manner as to be positioned inside of the above inner wall
surface of the housing 2040. It, has the stepped surface 2052
formed between the one end and the other end.
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The valve body 2060 includes: the cylindrical portion
2061; the first valve-seat-forming portion 2063; the second
valve-seat-forming portion 2064; the stepped surface 2065
formed on the wall surface of the first valve-seat-forming
portion 2063; the discharge valve seat 2066; and the discharge
valve passage 2068 connecting the discharge valve seat 2066
and the wall surface of the first valve-seat-forming portion
2063.

The discharge valve member 2071 is unseated from the
discharge valve seat 2066 or seated on the discharge valve
seat 2066 and can thereby open or close the discharge valve
passage 2068.

The holder 2081 includes: the holder cylindrical portion
2082 having the second valve-seat-forming portion 2064; the
holder bottom portion 2083; and the holder flange portion
2084 extended from the holder cylindrical portion 2082. The
holder flange portion 2084 is sandwiched between the
stepped surface 2052 of the cylindrical member 2050 and the
stepped surface 2065 of the valve body 2060. Further, the
holder 2081 includes the through holes 2085 formed at least
either of the holder cylindrical portion 2082 and the holder
bottom portion 2083.

The spring 2086 is arranged between the discharge valve
member 2071 and the holder bottom portion 2083 to biases
the discharge valve member 2071 in the seating direction. The
spring 2086 is held by the holder 2081 and forms the dis-
charge valve biasing portion 2080 together with the holder
2081.

The holder 2081 is so provided that its holder flange por-
tion 2084 is sandwiched between the stepped surface 2052 of
the cylindrical member 2050 and the stepped surface 2065 of
the valve body 2060 inside the cylindrical member 2050. The
holder 2081 is held with axial force exerted on its holder
flange portion 2084 from the stepped surface 2052 and the
stepped surface 2065. The axial movement of the holder 2081
relative to the cylindrical member 2050 is restricted.

Also, it is restricted that the holder 2081 receives a force in
the inward radial direction. Therefore, it is restricted that a
force is exerted on the second valve-seat-forming portion
2064 from the inner wall of the holder 2081. It is restricted
that the second valve-seat-forming portion 2064 is deformed.
Therefore, it is possible to maintain the tight abutment
between the discharge valve seat 2066 and the discharge valve
member 2071. The discharge pressure of the high-pressure
pump 2001 can be stabilized.

In this embodiment, the holder 2081 is formed by pressing
sheet metal. For this reason, the holder 2081 can be easily
manufactured. Therefore, it is possible to reduce the manu-
facturing cost of the high-pressure pump 2001.

In this embodiment, the outer edge portion of the holder
flange portion 2084 is bent toward the stepped surface 2052 of
the cylindrical member 2050. Thus, it can be elastically
deformed between the stepped surface 2052 of the cylindrical
member 2050 and the stepped surface 2065 of the valve body
2060. As a result, even when the cylindrical member 2050
and/or the valve body 2060 is deformed by heat or pressure, a
force of a predetermined value is constantly exerted on the
holder flange portion 2084 of the holder 2081. Therefore, it is
restricted that the holder 2081 is worn away.

In this embodiment, the valve body 2060 includes the relief
valve seat 2067 and the relief valve passage 2069. The relief
valve seat 2067 is formed on the wall surface of the first
valve-seat-forming portion 2063. The relief valve passage
2069 connects the relief valve seat 2067 and the wall surface
of the first valve-seat-forming portion 2063. The relief valve
seat passage 2069 does not communicate with the discharge
valve passage 2068.
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This embodiment further includes the relief valve member
2072 and the relief valve biasing portion 2090. The relief
valve member 2072 is unseated from the relief valve seat
2067 or seated on the relief valve seat 2067 to open or close
the relief valve passage 2069. The relief valve biasing portion
2090 biases the relief valve member 2072 in the seating
direction. In this embodiment, it is restricted that a force is
exerted on the second valve-seat-forming portion 2064 from
the inner wall of the holder 2081, whereby a deformation of
the second valve-seat-forming portion 2064 is restricted. A
deformation of the first valve-seat-forming portion 2063 con-
nected to the second valve-seat-forming portion 2064 is also
restricted.

Therefore, it is possible to maintain the tight abutment
between the relief valve seat 2067 and the relief valve mem-
ber 2072. The relief pressure of the high-pressure pump 2001
can be stabilized.

In this embodiment, the annular clearance C2 is formed
between the outer wall of the first valve-seat-forming portion
2063 and the inner wall of the cylindrical member 2050. For
this reason, it can be avoided that a force is exerted on the first
valve-seat-forming portion 2063 in the inward radial direc-
tion from the inner wall of the cylindrical member 2050. This
makes it possible to further suppress a deformation of the first
valve seat formation portion 2063. Therefore, it is possible to
maintain the tight abutment between the relief valve seat 2067
and the relief valve member 2072. As a result, the relief
pressure of the high-pressure pump 2001 can be further sta-
bilized.

In this embodiment, the exertion of force in the inward
radial direction on the first valve-seat-forming portion 2063 is
suppressed and thus the deformation of the first valve-seat-
forming portion 2063 is suppressed. Therefore, it is possible
to maintain the tight abutment between the relief valve seat
2067 and the relief valve member 2072. The relief pressure of
the high-pressure pump 2001 can be stabilized.

In this embodiment, the annular clearance C2 is formed
between the outer walls of the first valve-seat-forming portion
2063 and second valve-seat-forming portion 2064 and the
inner wall of the cylindrical member 2050. For this reason, it
can be surely avoided that a force is exerted on the first
valve-seat-forming portion 2063 and the second valve-seat-
forming portion 2064 in the inward radial direction from the
inner wall of the cylindrical member 2050. It is possible to
further suppress deformations of the first valve-seat-forming
portion 2063 and the second valve-seat-forming portion
2064.

Inthis embodiment, the relief valve passage 2069 is formed
so that its end opposite to the relief valve seat 2067 is con-
nected to the clearance C2. For this reason, the clearance C2
can be used as part of the fuel flow path for discharging the
fuel to the pressurization chamber 2031. This makes it pos-
sible to shorten the passage length of the relief valve passage
2069 formed in the first valve-seat-forming portion 2063 and
the second valve-seat-forming portion 2064. Therefore, it is
possible to reduce the volumetric capacity of the space (relief
valve passage 2069) formed in the first valve-seat-forming
portion 2063 and the second valve-seat-forming portion
2064. This makes it possible to enhance the strength of each
of the first valve-seat-forming portion 2063 and the second
valve-seat-forming portion 2064.

At least one cutout groove 841 is formed in the outer edge
portion of the holder flange portion 2084. With this configu-
ration, the clearance C2 and the cutout grooves 841 can be
used as part of the fuel flow path for discharging the fuel into
the pressurization chamber 2031. This makes it possible to
shorten the passage length of the relief valve passage 2069
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formed in the first valve-seat-forming portion 2063 and the
second valve-seat-forming portion 2064. Therefore, itis pos-
sible to reduce the volumetric capacity of the space (relief
valve passage 2069) formed in the first valve-seat-forming
portion 2063 and the second valve-seat-forming portion
2064. This makes it possible to enhance the strength of each
of the first valve-seat-forming portion 2063 and the second
valve-seat-forming portion 2064.

In the present embodiment, the inner wall surface of the
housing 2040 includes the first inner wall surface 2451 and
the second inner wall surface 2452. The housing 2040 has the
stepped surface 2454 formed between the first inner wall
surface 2451 and the second inner wall surface 2452. The
valve body 2060 is so provided that the end of the cylindrical
portion 2061 is positioned in proximity to the stepped surface
2454. As a result, even when the pressure is exerted on the
valve body 2060, the end of the cylindrical portion 2061 is
engaged with the stepped surface 2454 so that the movement
of the valve body 2060 toward the pressurization chamber
2031 is restricted. For this reason, the relief pressure of the
high-pressure pump 2001 can be stabilized.

In the present embodiment, the valve body 2060 includes
the flange portion 2062. The flange portion 2062 extends
from the end of the cylindrical portion 2061 in the outward
radial direction in such a manner as to be sandwiched between
one end of the cylindrical member 2050 and the stepped
surface 2454 of the housing 2040. The valve body 2060 is
held in the housing 2040 with axial force exerted on the flange
portion 2062. As a result, the axial movement of the valve
body 2060 relative to the housing 2040 is restricted. For this
reason, the discharge pressure and relief pressure of the high-
pressure pump 2001 can be stabilized.

The exertion of force in the inward radial direction on the
valve body 2060 is suppressed. Thus a deformation of the
valve body 2060 is suppressed. Therefore, it is possible to
maintain the tight abutment between the discharge valve seat
2066 and the discharge valve member 2071 and between the
relief valve seat 2067 and the relief valve member 2072. It is
possible to further stabilize the discharge pressure and relief
pressure of the high-pressure pump 2001.

In this embodiment, the inside thread groove 2453 is
formed in the second inner wall surface 2452 of the housing
2040. The cylindrical member 2050 has the outside thread
groove 2051 corresponding to the inside thread groove 2453.
One end of the cylindrical member 2050 is screwed to inside
of'the second inner wall surface 2452. This makes it possible
to continuously exert an axial force on the flange portion 2062
of the valve body 2060 from the one end of the cylindrical
member 2050. Since the inside thread groove 2453 and the
outside thread groove 2051 are engaged with each other, the
cylindrical member 2050 does not moves out from the second
inner wall surface 2452 of the housing 2040. For this reason,
the valve body 2060 is prevented from moving out from
inside of the second inner wall surface 2452 by the cylindrical
member 2050 even when the pressure on the valve body 2060
is increased and a pressure force is exerted on the valve body
2060.

In this embodiment, the area of abutment between the
flange portion 2062 and the stepped surface 2454 is smaller
than the maximum value of the sectional area of the flange
portion 2062. This makes it possible to increase a contact
pressure between the flange portion 2062 and the stepped
surface 2454. For this reason, it is liquid-tightly sealed
between the valve body 2060 and the housing 2040. A leakage
of fuel can be suppressed and a reduction in discharge pres-
sure can be suppressed.
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In this embodiment, the contacting area between the cylin-
drical member 2050 and the flange portion 2062 is smaller
than the maximum value of the sectional area of the flange
portion 2062. This makes it possible to increase a contact
pressure between the cylindrical member 2050 and the flange
portion 2062. For this reason, it is liquid-tightly sealed
between the cylindrical member 2050 and the valve body
2060. A leakage of fuel can be suppressed and a reduction in
discharge pressure can be suppressed.

[Other Embodiment]

In the above embodiments, the relief valve passage is con-
nected to the clearance between the first valve-seat-forming
portion and the inner wall of the cylindrical member. In
another embodiment, the relief valve passage is not con-
nected to the above clearance. The clearance may be not
formed between the outer wall of the valve-seat-forming por-
tion and the inner wall of the cylindrical member.

The holder of the discharge valve biasing portion may not
have a holder flange portion. In this case, the holder is fixed on
the valve body by joining the holder cylindrical portion to the
outer wall of the second valve seat formation portion by
welding. The valve body may not have a second valve-seat-
forming portion. In this case, the discharge valve seat is
formed in the first valve-seat-forming portion.

The inside thread groove and the outside thread groove
may not be formed in the housing and the cylindrical member.
The cylindrical member may be press-inserted into the sec-
ond inner wall surface of the housing.

The inner edge portion and the outer edge portion of the
flange portion may be not tapered. That is, the contacting area
between the flange portion and the stepped surface of the
housing may be larger than or equal to the value of the
sectional area of the flange portion.

The inner edge portion and the outer edge portion of the
cylindrical member may be not tapered. That is, the contact-
ing area between the cylindrical member and the flange por-
tion of the valve body may be approximately equal to the
sectional area of the flange portion.

The valve body may not have a relief valve seat nor a relief
valve passage. The relief valve member and the relief valve
biasing portion may be not provided.

At least two of the cylinder, the upper housing, and the
lower housing may be integrally formed. The cover member
may be formed integrally with the upper housing or the lower
housing.

The electromagnetic driving unit and the inlet valve por-
tion may be configured as a normally-closed valve mecha-
nism. In a case that the inlet valve portion is a normally-closed
valve mechanism, the electromagnetic driving unit is not
always necessary.

The pulsation damper may not be provided inside of the
cover member. The cover member is not always necessary. In
a case that no cover member is provided, the fuel may be
directly supplied to the suction passage of the housing.

The holder that holds the discharge valve biasing member
may be formed by casting or cutting a metal material. The
outer edge portion of the holder flange portion of the holder
may not be elastically bent.

The end of the relief valve passage may not be connected to
the clearance. The relief valve passage may be formed on an
end surface of the second valve forming portion opposite to
the pressurization chamber. The clearance may not be formed
between the outer wall of the first valve-seat-forming portion
and the inner wall of the cylindrical member. Only one cutout
groove may be formed in the holder flange portion. Alterna-
tively, no cutout groove may be formed in the holder flange
portion.
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The valve body may not have a flange portion. In this
configuration, it is desirable that the end of the cylindrical
portion of the valve body should be abutted against the
stepped surface between the first inner wall surface and sec-
ond inner wall surface of the housing.

The high-pressure pump may be used as a fluid pump that
discharges a fluid to a device other than an engine.

The invention is not limited to the above-mentioned
embodiments and can be embodied in various modes without
departing from the subject matter thereof.

What is claimed is:

1. A high-pressure pump comprising:

a plunger configured to perform a reciprocating move-

ment;

a cylinder having a plunger accommodating hole for slid-
ably accommodating the plunger, a pressurization
chamber defined by an inner wall of the cylinder and an
outer end wall of the plunger, a suction port configured
to suction a fluid to the pressurization chamber, and a
discharge port configured to discharge a fluid pressur-
ized in the pressurization chamber;

a housing having a first inner wall surface that forms a first
discharge passage that communicates with the discharge
port, a second inner wall surface that forms a second
discharge passage that communicates with the first dis-
charge passage and being larger in inside diameter than
the first inner wall surface, and a stepped surface formed
between the first inner wall surface and the second inner
wall surface;

a cylindrical member provided inside of the second inner
wall surface;

a valve body having a cylindrical portion accommodated
inside of the cylindrical member, a flange portion
extended from an end of the cylindrical portion in an
outward radial direction and sandwiched between one
end of the cylindrical member and the stepped surface, a
valve-seat-forming portion closing the end of the cylin-
drical portion opposite to the pressurization chamber, a
discharge valve seat formed on the wall surface of the
valve-seat-forming portion opposite to the cylindrical
portion, and a discharge valve passage that connects the
discharge valve seat and the wall surface of the valve-
seat-forming portion;

a discharge valve member that is unseated from the dis-
charge valve seat or seated on the discharge valve seat to
open or close the discharge valve passage; and
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a discharge valve biasing portion that biases the discharge
valve member in a direction in which the discharge valve
member is seated on the discharge valve seat.

2. A high-pressure pump according to claim 1, wherein

the valve body includes a relief valve seat formed on the
wall surface of the valve-seat-forming portion and a
relief valve passage that connects the relief valve seat
and the wall surface of the valve-seat-forming portion,
and

the relief valve passage does not communicate with the
discharge valve passage, the high-pressure pump further
comprising:

a relief valve member that is unseated from the relief valve
seat or seated on the relief valve seat to open or close the
relief valve passage; and

a relief valve biasing portion that biases the relief valve
member to be seated on the relief valve seat.

3. A high-pressure pump according to claim 2, wherein an
annular clearance is formed between the outer wall of the
valve-seat-forming portion and the inner wall of the cylindri-
cal member.

4. A high-pressure pump according to claim 2, wherein the
relief valve passage is configured in such a manner that its one
end opposite to the relief valve seat is connected to the clear-
ance.

5. A high-pressure pump according to claim 1, wherein

an inside thread groove is formed in the second inner wall

surface,

the cylindrical member has an outside thread groove that

corresponds to the inside thread groove, and

the cylindrical member is screwed to inside of the second

inner wall surface.

6. A high-pressure pump according to claim 1, wherein a
contacting area between the flange portion and the stepped
surface is smaller than a maximum value of a sectional area of
the flange portion in a plane perpendicular to an axis of the
cylindrical portion.

7. A high-pressure pump according to claim 1, wherein a
contacting area between the cylindrical member and the
flange portion is smaller than a maximum value of a sectional
area of the flange portion in a plane perpendicular to an axis
of the cylindrical portion.
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